
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract for 2017 Water Main Improvements Contract A, 
IEPA17A

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the 2017 Water Main Improvements Contract A to Swallow 
Construction Corporation of Downers Grove, Illinois in the amount of $1,052,739.25.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY17 budget includes $1.5 million in the Water Fund (Page 4-35, Line 21), for this project. Funding is 
provided by a low interest Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) loan.   

BACKGROUND

The project consists of the installation of approximately 2,740 LF of 8” water main, replacement of 
approximately 44 residential water services, asphalt patching, street resurfacing, PCC sidewalk and 
driveway removal and replacement, and parkway restoration at the following locations:

 Douglas Road – Prairie Avenue to Wilson Street
 Grant Street – Seeley Avenue to Oakwood Avenue
 Prospect Avenue – Prairie Avenue to Warren Avenue 

A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy and the 
IEPA. Eleven bids were received by the due date of April 14, 2017. A synopsis of the bids is as follows:

Contractor Base Bid
Swallow Construction Corporation $1,052,739.25 Low Bid
ALamp Concrete Contractors, Inc. $1,077,172.88

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the May 16, 2017 Village Council meeting. At the meeting, Commissioner 
Hose inquired about the use of a Plumbing Inspector for the B-Box connection. Please see Plumber 
Inspection attachment for more information. 

Staff recommends approval at the June 6, 2017 Village Council meeting.   
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Swallow Construction Corporation has completed similar projects for various local municipalities, including 
underground utilities for the City of Aurora and Village of Glen Ellyn. Swallow Construction has also 
successfully completed the Village’s 2014 & 2015 Watermain Improvements contracts. Staff recommends 
award of this contract to Swallow Construction Corporation.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract 
Contractor Evaluation
Licensed Plumber information 

J. Congdon Sewer Service, Inc. $1,111,111.11
Trine Construction Corporation $1,142,835.00
Patnick Construction, Inc. $1,172,862.00
Superior Excavating Company $1,273,683.50
Suburban General Construction, Inc. $1,299,485.00
Austin Tyler Construction, Inc. $1,333,998.50
RA Mancini, Inc. $1,449,878.50
Construction by Camco, Inc. $1,502,204.53
Aqua Corporation $1,543,000.00
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Swallow Construction

Project: WA-028, 2014 Watermain Improvements Contract A

Primary Contact: Anthony Rendina   Phone:  (630) 512-9900

Time Period: April 2014 to July 2014

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: time extension granted for completion of 
restoration items

Change Orders (attach information if needed): CO processed for project completed 
under original contract amount

Difficulties / Positives: good communication with staff; good workmanship; worked well 
with staff to reduce contract items and total contract amount due to roadway program 
improvements that immediately followed the watermain improvements in the same area

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Nate Hawk  

Date: 2/3/15 
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1) A survey of nearby / comparable communities was taken regarding the use of plumbing inspectors to 
perform and/or inspect service connections: 
The Village countacted five municipalities: Westmont, Elmhurst, Schaumburg, Clarendon Hills and 
Naperville. None of these municipalities have this requirement. 

2) The number of service connections that have been completed as part of our watermain replacement 
projects over the last 10 years, and how many of these have failed is represented below: 
Staff reviewed the records and found only one water service out of 1,529 installed since 2007 leaked and 
needed to be repaired. 

Year FEET OF WATERMAIN 
REPLACED

NUMBER OF SERVICES 
REPLACED

2007 3,666 65

2008 7,307 67

2009 12,661 260

2010 3,400 75

2011 550 0

2012 25,950 443

2013 9,710 95

2014 13,680 263

2015 6,900 125

2016 8,089 136

Totals 91,913 1,529

3) What is the cost of complying with this requirement, if we were to amend our bid specifications? 
The classification of employee who installs underground utilities and is not operating machinery is a 
Laborer. The prevailing base wage of a Laborer in DuPage County is $40.20/hour.  The prevailing base 
wage for a Plumber in DuPage County is $48.25/hour.  If we assume a two-person crew installing the 
connection from the main to the b-box, and one crew members is a plumber, and two hours per 
connection, the cost of labor would increase approximately 5%, or an additional $16/connection.   
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