
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract to Purchase Road Salt from State of Illinois 
Contract

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested for the following purchases totaling $94,698.28:
 Purchase bulk road salt from Cargill Incorporated Salt Division of North Olmsted, Ohio for snow and 

ice control via the State of Illinois contract at a cost of $43.78 per ton and a not-to-exceed cost of 
$66,808.28.

 Purchase ClearLane® Enhanced Deicing Salt from Cargill Incorporated Salt Division of North 
Olmsted, Ohio as a sole source supplier at a contract cost of $55.78 per ton and a not-to-exceed cost 
of $27,890.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017 to 2019 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY17 Budget and Proposed FY18 Budget includes a total of $290,000 for this purchase:  $80,000 in the 
General Fund (Page 4-3, Line 16) in the FY17 Budget and $210,000 in the General Fund (Page 4-3, Line 16) 
in the Proposed FY18 Budget. Council previously approved a salt purchase of up to $112,969.06 through a 
DuPage County contract. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the November 7, 2017 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

On March 21, 2017, Village Council authorized joint purchase agreements with both the State of Illinois and 
DuPage County for the purchase of salt. These two contracts combine the needs of multiple governmental 
entities across the county and state into single bid documents in an effort to consolidate buying power. DuPage 
County issued a call for bids in April and the low bid was submitted by the Detroit Salt Company at a contract 
cost of $51.49 per ton. The Village Council approved a contract with the Detroit Salt Company for up to 2,194 
tons of road salt in the amount of $112,969.06 at their meeting on June 6, 2017. This contract reflects a 9% 
decrease in the unit price of salt over last year’s DuPage County contract.

The Village will be realizing a 47% reduction in the unit price of salt under the State of Illinois 2017-18 joint 
purchasing contract. Last season’s unit price for salt through this program was $64.24 per ton, and this year’s 
price is $43.78 per ton. Cargill, Inc. was the supplier under the state contract for 2017. The reduction in unit 
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prices for salt is unprecedented in the last 30 years for which the Village has data. The unit price for salt under 
the state contract has not been below $50 per ton since the 2007/08 winter season. That year, the price of salt 
under the state contract was $38.62 per ton.

This purchase recommendation includes 500 tons of Cargill’s ClearLane® which is a proprietary, pre-treated 
enhanced deicing salt. Each year as part of the State’s bidding process, vendors are surveyed for availability 
of an enhanced rock salt option. Cargill’s ClearLane® salt is available to any joint purchasing participant 
awarded in the Cargill contract as an upcharge per ton option and is added as a separate line item. The 
enhanced salt features pre-treatment direct from the vendor with a product that provides enhanced melting 
performance with reduced corrosion and clumping. The per ton cost to purchase pre-treated salt directly from 
Cargill is comparable to the Village pre-treating the salt stockpile on-site, with several advantages. Purchasing 
pre-treated salt is more efficient than pre-treating on-site and results in a better quality product. Staff will 
continue to dedicate ClearLane® to a defined snow route this winter.

A summary of the Village’s rock salt supply plans for 2017/18 is shown in the table below.

Vendor Price Per Ton Minimum 
Amount 
(Tons)

100% 
Allocation
(Tons)

Maximum 
Amount 
(Tons)

Detroit Salt $51.49 1,350 1,688 2,194
Cargill, Inc. $43.78, $55.78 (ClearLane®) 1,350 1,688 2,026
Total 2,700 3,376 4,220

Staff is confident that the amount of salt requested, along with the use of anti-icing agents and our salt storage 
capacity, will provide the material resources necessary to meet the service objectives described in the Village 
Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy in a cost effective manner.

ATTACHMENTS

State of Illinois Joint Salt Purchasing Form
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I L L I N O I S Bruce Rauner, Govem_o.!_ 

DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

Michael M. Hoffinan, Acting Director 

October I, 2017 

Dear Joint Purchasing Participant: 

Subject: 2017 - 2018 Rock Salt, Bulk Contract Infonnation 

In completing the 2017 - 2018 Rock Salt season contract re-procurement, the State of 
Illinois did not encounter the tYPes of supply-related issues experienced in the previous 
seasons. We have made every effort to secure Road Salt at the best available price for 
participants in our contract solicitation and gladly report the State was able to obtain 
an offer for your location requirements through the State's procurement efforts. 

We again recommend that participating agencies and governmental entities examine their 
application rates and roadway priorities in order to minimize next season's maintenance 
program cost while also ensuring the safety of the public. 

Enclosed is a copy of the requisition you submitted to us for the purchase ofrock salt. 
The infonnation from the requisition, including purchase commitment, can be used to 
submit your requirements to this year's contract vendor: 

Contract: PSD 4018457 
Cargill Incorporated Salt Division 
24950 Country Club Blvd., # 450 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
Phone (800) 600-7258 

Term: October 2017- September 2018 
FEIN Number: 41-0177680 

Contact: Government Services 

Your unit is Contract Line No: _119_ / Price per ton F.O.B. destination, is $  43 78 . 
Emergency pickup of salt from vendor's warehouse is not made available in this contract. 

The additional price per ton to have rock salt delivered in trucks equipped with coal/grain 
chute openings in the tailgate to permit controlled off-loading of rock salt onto conveyors 
was not provided for by this vendor in this season's procurement process. 

You are responsible for issuing your own purchase order document to the vendor. Orders 
may be placed with the vendor via telephone, with a written or fax confirmation to follow 
immediately. You are strongly e11co11raged to order a11d store as 11mc/1 salt as possible 
in order to help preve11t pote11tial salt shortages this wi11ter. Also, you must place orders 
in full truckload ( tYPically 22-25 tons ) delivery quantities or multiples of such. 
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