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SYNOPSIS

Staff is requesting Village Council discussion of potential amendments to stormwater management 
regulations.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

Consider Amendments to Stormwater Regulations was identified as a Priority Action Item for 2017-2019. As 
part of this item, the Village Council directed staff to consider more stringent stormwater management 
regulations to lessen the negative impacts of runoff generated by construction activity.

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Provide direction to staff on the proposed changes to the stormwater regulations.

BACKGROUND

Stormwater runoff generated by new residential construction, additions to homes and construction of 
accessory structures that comply with current Village regulations sometimes negatively impact adjacent 
properties. The negative impacts, primarily standing or ponding water and saturated ground conditions are 
generally caused by:

 New impervious area constructed in established neighborhoods that lack adequate stormwater 
management systems and infrastructure

 Significant grade differences causing increased stormwater runoff from the construction site to 
adjacent properties

 Sump pumps that serve large, deep basements discharging substantial amounts of water; and
 Lack of infiltration into the ground due to high clay content in soils and compaction during 

construction. 

At the Village Council meeting on October 10, 2017 Council directed staff to provide additional information 
for identified potential stormwater management regulation amendments that would address runoff from all 
development that results in increased runoff. 

12/5/2017

REP 2017-7624 Page 1 of 2

http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/10-10-17/INF%202016-7016%20-%20Summary%20of%20Potential%20Changes%20to%20Stormwater%20Regulations%20-%2010-10-2017.pdf


Staff has identified the following amendments to stormwater regulations to reduce the negative impact of 
runoff caused by development activities: 

 Require on-site runoff storage for all development activities resulting in 100 square feet or more of 
net new impervious area

 Require additional site runoff storage for development activities resulting in an increase in basement 
depth

 Require the onsite runoff storage basin to be connected to Village stormwater management system
 Require new sump pumps to be connected to a storage basin and/or Village stormwater management 

system 
 Establish maximum impervious lot coverage regulations in all residential zoning districts
 Increase the minimum side yard setback requirements in single family residential districts by one foot
 Require granting of rear and side yard easements
 Increase the fee in lieu of construction Post Construction Best Management Practices (PCBMP’s)

The above amendments and their likely impacts will be presented by staff at the December 5, 2017 Village 
Council meeting. 

Additional information is available in the October 10, 2017 staff report to the Village Council. 

ATTACHMENTS
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