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17-ADR-0011, 1324 Maple Avenue Page 4
November 15, 2017

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends that the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 1324 Maple Avenue.

Staff Report Approved By:

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development
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and gardening. One soon learns that he is well read, being acquainted not only
with the great classics of literature and poetry, but also nursery rhymes. In
this regard, one cannot forget the flawless reci?ation he recently gave during
lunchtime of "A Frog Who Would a'Wooing Go."

What we admire most in Dr. Jesse is that he is first a complete gentleman,

always concerned with the feelings of others, and ready to offer what assistance

he might. In a social setting, he relates anecdotes and stories from his personal

experiences with a certain zest that makes it both interesting and enjoyable
to listen, and everyone does. This, combined with his keen wit and sense of

humor, gives him a unique charm and makes it ever so delightful to be in his

COMNANV .
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CITATION

WILLIAM POLK JESSE, graduate of the College of

Engineering of the University of Missouri and an outstanding
leader in science. After teaching two years in the
Department of Physics at the University of Missouri, you
continued study and research in physics at six great
scientific laboratories and reported the results of your
research in more than 50 articles in scientific publications
Your pioneering work in ionization of gases and in cosmic
rays led eventually to your assignment as Chief of the
Instrument Section of the Metallurgical Laboratory in the
Manhattan Project. You served with the Atomic Energy
Commission and have been called upon for expert scientific
advice on numerous occasions.

We take great pride in honoring you today as a
University of Missouri engineering graduate who vigorously
pursued a lifetime program of scientific work which resulted
in many significant contributions to the advancement of

science and its applications.
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- Science.
mathematics, physxcs chemistry,
.blo]ogy, geolc
- science! From the 4 corners of
--Am_erlca: they came, factory-

Century of Progress

. Isstilthe
American dream

“This arcbuectural competition will enable the public to get a

' newmsmnofwbatanmeapensivebomecanbelikeintbenew; :

era of our national development.” :
— Gerard Swope, president, Generai Electric

~

By Est_her-Mears

akin to a sma]l mlracle was

_ million, l:terally thﬁrﬁbing thelr"_
noses at the country s worst de-

pression.

The exposmon snte was built on
reclaimed ground in downtown
Chicago along the lake, covering
427 acres. In the genre of world’s
fairs, it would be unlike anything
anyone had ever seen before. The
architecture and lighting were rad-

“ical in design, upholding the Expo

theme - a glimpse of the future and
of the maruels of science yet un-
dreamed. :

All in all, it took over 100,000
Chicago workers to create and

~ operate this incredible economic

venture in a deeply depressed en-
vironment.

Close to 49 mlﬁlon people came
to visit the fabulous Hall of
It contained exhibits of

y and medical

t was '1933 and somethmé _

i.mrkérs who wanfed to see what

industry was up to; boys from the
- wheat fields out Kansas way who

couldn’t wait to get a close look at

- sexy Sally Rand of the ﬂutténng
fans; schooI klds from science

get in.

'1and people heard about what they
rmght hope for in the imminent

future - “Better living through

“science.” There would be year-
“round air-conditioning, centrally
- controlled heating, electric home

laundries, the all electric kitchen
with an electric °
machine that would really do the
dishes.

There were so many new things
to spark the imagination - a better

world to live in tomorrow with
more time for relaxation and en-
joyment of life. .

- The big corporations were in on
it, too - sparked by the rernarkabie-

~ popularity of the Expo. —
General Electric in cooperatlon _
_with the Federal Housing Admin-
istration sponsored a nationwide
_architectural competition to design
~ homes using new scientific princi-

ples to solve the prob]ems of con-
temporary housmg e

Al across a depress:on—stncken

‘ice box” and a

. _-:MEMORJES — “That’s it,”
_ historic old house at 1324 Maple, recounts Joan Kresl, plctured in front
% of the home that was their dream home and still is today.-

.Accordmg to Gerard Swope,

~ president of General Electric, the
~ national competition among archi-
_ tects for design of small homes
~ would provide the ultimate in
- convenience and livability.

“This competition will enable the

'-';.f_'pubhc to get a new vision of what

_ an inexpensive home can be like in

~ the new era of our national devel-
.science has made great

op_ment_

said David Kresl, when he ﬁ'rsi‘ saw the

strides in home electriﬁcatio.n, even
through the depression years.

There is no longer need for a
homemaker to tire herself out with
household labor. Most of it can be
done more simply and efficiently

“and less expensively by electrical
Washing, ironing, .
sweepmg, cookmg and washmg of

servants.

(Contmued on nmtt page)

SPIFFY UNIFORMED CASHIERS — Mary
Partridge Albright of Downers Grove, first
row, far left, poses with the Century of Pro-
gress cashiers and staff for Dist. 6 in 1934.

FAR-OUT ARCHITECTURE — The Travel and
Transport Building was just one of the stunning,
radically designed buildings built expressly for the
Century of Progress Exposition.

NEW HOME — Breaking ground in 1936
are Downers Grove Mayor Henry Diecke;
Bob Salisbury, architect; Mr. Schless,
builder; R. Cooper dJr.; and Mr. Fridstein of
R. Cooper Jr. Electric.
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LIFESTYLES

DOWNERS GROVE REPORTER - WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 1968R2-2

Century of Progress hopes
reflected in dream house

(Continued from previous page)

dishes can be done electrically
at little cost. Great improve-
ments have taken place in
home lighting. The toilsome,
troublesome heating problem
can be solved and ‘air condi-
tioning’ has arrived to make the
home healthier, cleaner and
more comfortable in the years
ahead,” said Swope.

General Electric would put its
money where its mouth was. A
memorandum from the
“General Electric Review” (vol.
38, 1935) pointed to imminent
labor saving and more com-
fortable homes for the working
classes at affordable prices - the
new American dream homes.

According to the Review: “A
housing program of unprece-
dented sweep and ambition
designed to produce one new
home for each 100,000 of
population throughout the
country by Sept. 1, 1935 has
been launched by the General
Electric Co: The general plan is
to offer selected builders new
ideas, prize-winning drawings,
substantial discounts and terms
on electrical equipment and
national advertising and sup-
port, all in consideration of the
construction by the builders of
demonstration-style houses.
The company is already as-
sured of the cooperation of the
FHA and of numerous builders,
publishers, and banks, which
are anxious to help. The houses
are to be opened this fall {1935)
to the public during the months
of September and October.”

The location of the Chicago
area “new American homes”
were: Brookbank and Maple
(1324 Maple ave.in Downers
Grove); 3 homes on President
and Ohio sts., Wheaton; 447
Greenfield in Oak Park (the
national prize-winning home);
6100 N. Knox ave., Chicago
(Sauganash District); and 9206
Irving ave., Beverly Hills.

Why these particular loca-
tions were selected by General
Electric and the FHA is unclear.

A 1935 edition of the
Downers Grove REPORTER
carried a 3 column x 14 inch
advertisement inserted by the
Western United Gas and Elec-
tric Co. headlined: “Visit the
‘New America’ homes! -
Brookbank and Maple.” Pic-
tured are 2 rooms featuring a
laundry and kitchen, both
rooms looking surprisingly
modern for over 50 years ago.
Caption for the kitchen picture
reads: “The kitchens are de-
signed to save steps and labor.”
_Caption for the laundry room,
“The laundries are thoroughly
modern in every appointment.”

The kitchen featured a re-
frigerator with cylinder atop

“The room set the stage for future
kitchen design with sink and built-in
cabinets under an arched window treat-
ment with built-ins (both upper and
lower) above and below the sink ...”

and standing on legs. The room
set the stage for future kitchen
design with sink and built-in
cabinets under an arched win-
dow treatment with built-ins
|(both upper and lower) above
'and below the sink and flanking
right and left walls of the
kitchen. The range stood on
legs, and a desk and chair ap-
pear beside the refrigerator.

Copy for the ad read: “You
will marvel when you see these
prize-winning homes. Nothing
has been omitted to make them
an example of the highest living
standards. They prove that
better living has been made a
science. Because they were
designed from the inside out,
they provide an entirely new
measure of living comfort. Gas
heat is used in the ‘New
American’ homes. Full use is
made of electricity’s aid. Air-
conditioning guards comfort
and health the year 'round. Il
lumination is of the latest type.
Every convenience appoint-
ment makes living a greater
pleasure and lesser labor. Visit
these ‘New American’ homes
while they are open for in-
spection ... It will be an amazing
experience.”

It is unclear from old records
exactly how many of the envi-
sioned “New American” homes
were actually built. The winds
of war were blowing across
Europe and war jitters in
America presumably halted
construction of these homes.

The current owners of the
vintage home at 1324 Maple
ave. in Downers Grove are
David and Joan Kresl and their
4 children who purchased the
home in 1976, moving here
from Woodridge.

One of the early owners was

the Jesse family. Dr. Jesse was

a physicist who reportedly

.worked on the atomic bomb,

according to Joan Kresl, who
says she was once told by
neighbors that Dr. Jesse had
said his personal papers mys-
teriously disappeared from the
house during his absence.

He was visibly upset and felt
that a government agency was
involved, according to the story
that has since become legend.
Dr. Jesse's hobby was growing
old-fashioned roses and some of
these bushes are still in exis-
tence on the property.

The home is still on the tax
records as the “Jesse
subdivision,” according to Joan.
The property, adjacent to
Avery Coonley School, was
sparsely populated when the
home was built in 1936.

Curiously, the historic old
house, once the dream home of
thousands of people who
trooped through it at the invita-
tion of General Electric still
maintains some of its dream-
like qualities.

Visiting the home it is easy to
recall the past. Standing in the
compact end of the kitchen,
one can almost hear the echoes
of all the “ohs” and “ahs” of the
delighted women who stood in
fascinated contemplation of a
future free of endless back-
breaking household tasks.

The beautiful oak floors are
still intact as are original ceiling

moldings. The walnut fireplace

looks very contemporary since
the mantel is considered quite
stylish today.

As might be expected, some
modificatighs have taken place.
The originai“screened-in porch
has been converted to a glazed
year-round; porch. A modern
deck has been added at the
back of the-house.

The now 3,300 square foot,
8 room holise stands on % acre
of wooded land and is very
zomfortable living indeed (just
as the forecasters of 55 years
ago said it would be) with its
large living room, formal dining
room and delightfully cool base-
ment rec room which is utilized
every day of the year.

It's all there - just as pre-
dicted - except for one thing:’
the visionaries of 1935 forgot
to mention the TV set in the
corner of the rec room.

Dick Lund of Wheaton pro-
vided the research and mate-
rial concerning the “New
American” homes. He has
been actively interested in
these homes and has been in
correspondence with the Sch-
less Construction Co. of St.
Charles who was the builder of
the homes in Wheaton and
Downers Grove with Robert H.
Salisbury acting as the archi-
tect at that time. The General
Electric dealer was R. Cooper
Jr.of Chicagowho was and still
is a General Electric dealer.
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by Brian Basset

THE LATEST | AND AN ARTICLE ON WHY'D YU GIVe
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FATHER

[

[ ANNUAL
PERM SALE

$ 3500 Reg. $459°

Includes Cut & Style
expires 7/30/88

gL

Woodgrove Festival Mall
75th & Lemont Rd., Woodridge

910-1090

HEARS

wltineled

Tues.-Fri. 92.m.-8p.m-
Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

FASHION

New Bridal Gowns,
Brides Maid Dresses
& Special Occasion
Dresses.
Wednesday Evening, July 27th, 7 PM
No charge for reservations,
call 810-1066
Seating limited to Bride & guest.

FREE
$2500

7 Bridal Package-
J to be given at show.
.7/ Winners need not be
il J present-stop in and

s register.
2
7 to be held at:
CGabriellas
BRIDALS

345 W. Ogden Ave.,
WestGrove Place
Westmont

by Winthrop Prince
L l o

The princess and the peashooter
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