
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

An Ordinance Amending the Wine Boutique License Classification 
Enza Petrarca
Village Attorney

SYNOPSIS

An ordinance has been prepared amending the Class "W-1" Wine Boutique liquor license classification.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Exceptional Municipal Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

BACKGROUND

The W-1 Wine Boutique license classification currently allows the on-premise consumption of beer and wine 
and the off-premise sale of beer and wine where the primary business is the sale of wine.  The classification 
currently also requires that food must be prepared and served on the premises. A draft ordinance has been 
prepared amending the Class W-1 Wine Boutique to allow the on and off-premise consumption of beer and 
wine where the primary business is the sale of wine and/or beer.  The draft ordinance further amends the 
ordinance by removing the requirement that food be prepared on the premises, and instead only requires that 
the facility provide food service.  This would eliminate the requirement for an establishment to have a kitchen 
where food is prepared on site, and would allow for the sale of pre-packaged or catered food items to be served 
for on-site consumption.  

The Liquor Commission discussed this matter on April 5, 2018.  The Commission members voted 5:1 in favor 
of the amendment to allow wine and/or beer sales as the primary business, and also recommended the removal 
of the food service requirement.  

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
Minutes

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the May 8, 2018 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval on 
the May 15, 2018 active agenda. 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WINE BOUTIQUE 
LIQUOR LICENSE CLASSIFICATION

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 3.3 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.3 Definitions.
For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 

respectively ascribed to them by this section:

 *  *  *  
Wine/Beer Boutique.   A place kept, used, maintained, advertised or held out to the public as a place 
where the retail sale of wine and/or beer, tastings and education seminars/classes are conducted on a 
regular basis and on-site consumption of wine and/or beer is allowed.

 *  *  *  

Section 2. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.13 Classification of licenses.
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes:

Class "O"   On-Premise Consumption, Outdoor Licenses

"O"   Outdoor licenses shall authorize the sale and consumption of alcoholic liquor in an enclosed outdoor 
seating area. This license may only be issued to establishments holding a valid Class B, C, E, P-O, REC, 
RF, R or WB license and shall be limited to the conditions of the respective license classification issued 
to the establishment.  The main and principal operation of the outdoor area shall be for dining purposes 
and food must be available in the outdoor dining area at all times and shall be subject to the provisions set 
forth in Section 3.30.  Operation of the outdoor area for a Class C license is limited to private party rentals 
and shall be subject to the provisions set forth in Section 3.32.

 *  *  *  

Class "WB"   Wine/Beer Boutique Licenses 

"WB-1"   Wine/Beer Boutique licenses shall authorize the retail sale of beer and wine and/or beer in original 
packages and for consumption of wine or beer on the premises.  Tastings, classes or seminars shall be 
permitted on such premises in accordance with State law and Village ordinances.  Such licenses shall be 
only authorized in locations where the sale of wine and/or beer is the primary business. 
The sale of wine and/or beer shall be permitted for consumption on the premises subject to the following 
conditions:

a.  The premises shall not exceed three thousand six hundred (3,600) square feet.
b.  The seating/serving area for customers ordering wine or beer within the premises shall be limited 
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to forty percent (40%) of the gross retail square footage, but shall not exceed seven hundred fifty (750) 
square feet.

c.    Such facilities shall include an area in which preparation of food is provided and food is 
servedprovide food service on the premises, including hot or cold sandwiches, appetizers, tapas or other 
similar foods.

d.  It is intended that the service of wine or beer is merely an adjunct to the sale of beer and wine in 
original packages.  (Ord. No. 244, § 6; Ord. No. 279, § 1; Ord. No. 356, § 1; Ord. No. 634, § 1; Ord. No. 635, 
§ 1; Ord. No. 1059, § 1; Ord. No. 1200, § 1; Ord. No. 1465, § 1; Ord. No. 1741, §§ 15 to 17; Ord. No. 2246, 
§ 1; Ord. No. 2388, § 7; Ord. No. 2541, § 6; Ord. No. 2735, § 1; Ord. No. 2945, § 1; Ord. No. 2996, § 1; Ord. 
No. 3050, § 1; Ord. No. 3164, § 2.)

Section 3. That Section 3.15. is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.15. Limitation on number of licenses.
The number of licenses in each classification as defined in Section 3-13 which it shall be lawful to issue 
shall be limited so that the licenses in force and effect at any time shall not exceed the following numbers:

License Classification Amount of licenses not to Exceed
"AS" (Arts & Crafts Studio) 2
"B-1" (Brew Pub) 1
"BF" (Brewing Facility) 2
"BYO" (Bring Your Own - beer/wine) 4
"C-1" (Club, private) 6
"E" (Entertainment/Restaurant - full) 2
"G" (Golf Course) 1
"H-1" (Hotel) Unlimited
"K-1" (Catering - full) 4
"K-2" (Catering - Park District - beer/wine)    1
"O" (Outdoor) Unlimited
"P-1" (Packaged-full) 20
"P-2" (Packaged -beer/wine) 15
"P-O" (Packaged - full off premise and on premise consumption - Grocery Store) 3
"REC-1" (Recreational Facility - full) 3
"REC-2" (Recreational Facility - beer/wine) 3
"R-1" (Restaurant - full) Unlimited
"R-2" (Restaurant - beer/wine) Unlimited
"RF" (Retirement Facility - full) Unlimited
"S-1" (Special Event) Unlimited
"S-2" (Special Event) Unlimited
"T" (Theater) 1
"WB-1" (Wine/Beer Boutique) 24

(Ord. No. 244, § 4a; Ord. No. 284, § 1; Ord. No. 356, § 2; Ord. No. 1059, § 1; Ord. No. 1200, § 1; Ord. No. 
1395, § 1; Ord. No. 1465, § 2; Ord. No. 1741, § 21; Ord. No. 2246, § 2; Ord. No. 2541, § 8; Ord. No. 2735, 
§ 1; Ord. No. 2861, § 3; Ord. No. 3050, § 3.)

Section 4.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed.
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Section 5.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law.

                              Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
            Village Clerk

1\ord.18\Wine&Beer Boutique
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