
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Bid: Culvert Rehabilitation Design-Build
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for Culvert Rehabilitation Design-Build to Martam Construction, 
Inc. of Elgin, Illinois in the amount of $774,420.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

This project will span both FY18 and FY19. This project is expected to cost about $270,000 in FY18. The 
FY18 budget includes $500,000 in the Stormwater Fund (Page 4-29, Line 21) for this project.  Funds will be 
included in the FY19 budget for the remainder of the project. 

RECOMMENDATION

BACKGROUND

Staff identified severe deterioration of large, cross-road culvert pipes at three locations: 
 Barneswood Drive west of Highland Avenue;
 Saratoga Avenue north of Black Oak Drive; and 
 Springside Avenue north of Bolson Drive

Staff inspections identified extensive rusting/deterioration of corrugated metal pipes, pipe joint separation and 
deterioration of precast concrete pipes and exposed steel reinforcement, cracking, rotation and joint 
deterioration of concrete box culverts. Two of the culverts convey Lacey Creek and the third conveys Prentiss 
Creek. Failure of one of these culverts would likely result in significant upstream flooding. 

On May 3, 2018, staff advertised a Design-Build RFP requesting proposals for:

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the July 17, 2018 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval on 
the August 7, 2018 consent agenda. 
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 Full inspection of the culvert pipes, junctions/manholes and headwalls;
 Identification of any and all issues posing either an immediate and/or long-term threat to the 

structural integrity of the pipes, junction/manholes and headwalls;
 Report detailing findings along with the proposer’s recommended improvements for 

rehabilitating/maintaining the pipes, junction/manholes and headwalls. The improvements shall 
achieve a forty to fifty year life span, including required maintenance;

 Design, permitting and construction of the proposed improvement selected by the Village

The Village received three responses to the Design-Build RFP. The recommended improvements varied 
significantly and included rehabilitation measures (concrete cloth lining, spray lining, cured-in-place pipe, 
and pipe insertion) and full replacement of the culvert pipes. The methods and costs proposed by Martam 
Construction, Inc. align most closely with the Village’s project objectives and budget. 

Martam Construction, Inc. and its designer, Engineering Resource Associates, provided design-build costs for 
both rehabilitation and full replacement of the culvert pipes. Based on their evaluation of the pipe conditions 
and the desired design life of the improvements they recommend complete removal and replacement. The 
contract amount requested by staff includes: 

 Design, permitting, residential engineering services and the full replacement of the Barneswood 
Drive and Saratoga Avenue culverts; and

 Design, permitting and residential engineering services for the Springside Avenue culvert

The contract amount includes a 17% contingency for the construction and design fees, as well as a total of 
$60,000 for resident engineering services to be authorized by staff if required. The construction related to the 
Springside culvert will be performed under a separate contract, which will be prepared after this section of 
the creek has been modeled. 

Upon approval of this contract Martam Construction and its team will begin inspections and permitting.  The 
permitting process will be extensive due to work taking place in mapped floodplain and floodway. It is 
anticipated that the design and permitting will occur in 2018 and construction in 2019. Staff expects to bid 
and construct the Springside Avenue culvert improvements in summer 2019. 

Martam Construction, Inc. successfully performed the Washington Storm Sewer Improvements and Davis 
Street Storm Sewer Improvements in 2011 as well as similar scope projects for IDOT, Kane County Division 
of Transportation, DuPage County, City of Elgin and the City of Aurora. Staff recommends award of this 
contract to Martam Construction, Inc. based on their design-build team’s proposal and their record of 
satisfactorily performing similar construction work.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor’s Evaluation 2011 – Washington St
Contractor’s Evaluation 2011 – Davis St
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Martam Construction, Inc.

Project:  Washington Storm Sewer Improvements – SW-065

Primary Contact: Emsi Oshana     Phone:  847-608-6800

Time Period:  August 2011 – November 2011

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Contractor did not begin on project 
immediately but completed the project in a timely manner.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): N/A  

Difficulties / Positives:  Construction of project completed satisfactorily.  Overall project 
management/scheduling of project was somewhat inefficient, but completion of the 
project was not affected.

Interaction with public:

  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No

Reviewers:  Nate Hawk                                                               

Date:  11/9/11
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Martam Construction, Inc.

Project:  Davis St Storm Sewer Improvements – SW-066

Primary Contact: Emsi Oshana     Phone:  847-608-6800

Time Period:  September 2011 – November 2011

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Parkway restoration completed roughly one 
week past completion date.  Crew worked efficiently and in poor weather; however, 
Martam began the project two weeks behind schedule.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): Yes, for adding sidewalk and B6.12 curb 
and gutter to project scope.

Difficulties / Positives:  Started project late / Crew was very respectful of residents’ 
needs, maintained site cleanliness and dust control very well; performed quality work 
and was very responsive to Engineer.

Interaction with public:

  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No

Reviewers:  Jim Tock                                                               

Date:  11/22/11
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