
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Bid: Award of Contract for Black Oak Drive Stormwater 
Improvements (SW-080-17A)

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the Black Oak Drive Stormwater Improvements to Martam 
Construction, Inc. of Elgin, Illinois, in the amount of $668,898.50.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 identified Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY18 budget includes $700,000 in the Stormwater Fund (Page 4-29, Line 21) for this project.  

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 21, 2018 active agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Village’s 2014 Stormwater Project Analysis report identified drainage issues in the area of Black Oak 
Drive and Candlewood Drive (Area 1) including street flooding, undefined overland flow, yard flooding and 
structure flooding.  Stormwater runoff flows into the neighborhood generally from the southeast, as well as 
the medical office building/parking lot on Highland Avenue at the east end of the neighborhood. The 
stormwater runoff flows to Lacey Creek at the northwest area of the neighborhood. This location currently 
lacks the stormwater infrastructure required to provide the suggested level of service to safely convey and 
store approximately 90% to 95% of all experienced rain events. The runoff through the yards is not in well-
defined overland flow paths.  In addition, the 36” storm sewer in the back yards between Black Oak and 
Candlewood has very few inlets for runoff to enter the storm sewer.

The proposed improvements include installation of a storm sewer and overland flow path from the southeast 
through the back yards, re-grading to better capture the runoff from the medial office building parking lot, 
installation of larger storm sewer and additional inlets on Candlewood, re-grading the back yards between 
Candlewood and Black Oak, and addition of inlets into the existing 36”storm sewer.

The proposed improvements will provide the recommended level of service for the areas mentioned and will 
also provide connection points for future, private drainage improvements via the Stormwater Cost-Share 
Program.
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A Call for Bids was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. Seven bids 
were received by the due date of July 26, 2018.  Below is the synopsis of the bids received. 

CONTRACTOR BASE BID
MARTAM CONSTRUCTION, INC. $668,898.50
FOX EXCAVATING, INC. $699,568.60
MAURO SEWER CONSTRUCTION, INC. $749,850.00
MISFITS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY $769,981.00
A LAMP CONCRETE CONTRACTORS, INC. $784,014.00
PERFORMANCE CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING, LLC $788,000.00
SWALLOW CONSTRUCTION COMPANY $834,827.55

Martam Construction, Inc. successfully performed for the Washington Storm Sewer Improvements and Davis 
Street Storm Sewer Improvements in 2011 as well as similar scope projects for IDOT, Kane County Division 
of Transportation, DuPage County, City of Elgin and the City of Aurora. Staff recommends award of this 
contract to Martam Construction, Inc.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor’s Evaluation 2011 – Washington St
Contractor’s Evaluation 2011 – Davis St
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Martam Construction, Inc.

Project:  Davis St Storm Sewer Improvements – SW-066

Primary Contact: Emsi Oshana     Phone:  847-608-6800

Time Period:  September 2011 – November 2011

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Parkway restoration completed roughly one 
week past completion date.  Crew worked efficiently and in poor weather; however, 
Martam began the project two weeks behind schedule.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): Yes, for adding sidewalk and B6.12 curb 
and gutter to project scope.

Difficulties / Positives:  Started project late / Crew was very respectful of residents’ 
needs, maintained site cleanliness and dust control very well; performed quality work 
and was very responsive to Engineer.

Interaction with public:

  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No

Reviewers:  Jim Tock                                                               

Date:  11/22/11
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Martam Construction, Inc.

Project:  Washington Storm Sewer Improvements – SW-065

Primary Contact: Emsi Oshana     Phone:  847-608-6800

Time Period:  August 2011 – November 2011

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Contractor did not begin on project 
immediately but completed the project in a timely manner.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): N/A  

Difficulties / Positives:  Construction of project completed satisfactorily.  Overall project 
management/scheduling of project was somewhat inefficient, but completion of the 
project was not affected.

Interaction with public:

  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No

Reviewers:  Nate Hawk                                                               

Date:  11/9/11
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