
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Bid - Demand Pruning Services – Three Year Contract
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize award of a three-year contract for Demand Pruning services to Homer Tree 
Care, Inc. of Lockport, Illinois in the amount of $26,250.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Steward of Financial, Neighborhood and Environmental Sustainability as 
well as Exceptional Municipal Services.  

FISCAL IMPACT

The cost for this contract in FY19 will be $8,750. The FY19 Budget provides $9,500 in the General Fund 
(Page 4-3, Line 18) for this service.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the December 4, 2018 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The purpose of this contract is for the pruning of various individual parkway trees that may require hanging 
limb removal, deadwood removal, or pruning for clearance.  This contract also includes occasional emergency 
pruning work to make conditions around a hazardous tree safe for the public. Historically, the amount of 
pruning for this contract has fluctuated from year to year due to weather conditions.  

A Call for Bids for demand pruning services was issued and published in September 2018 in accordance with 
the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Bidders were asked to provide prices for three years.  The bids received are 
summarized in the following table:

Service Provider Total Bid 2019 Total Bid 2020 Total Bid 2021
Homer Tree Care, Inc. $8,750.00 $8,750.00 $8,750.00
D. Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC $19,250.00 $19,250.00 $19,250.00
Winkler’s Tree & Landscaping, Inc. $29,820.00 $30,000.00 $30,120.00

12/4/201812/4/201812/4/2018
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The lowest responsive and responsible bidder is Homer Tree Care, Inc. of Lockport, Illinois.   Their references 
are all positive.  Homer Tree Care, Inc. has had a demand pruning contract with the Village for the last three 
years.  Staff is satisfied that Homer Tree Care, Inc. meets the Village’s specifications and that their pruning 
work will be what is required for the three year contract.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract 
Contractor Evaluation Form FY18 
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor:  Homer Tree Care, Inc.

Project:  Demand Pruning for 2018 (3rd year of 3-yr contract)

Primary Contact: Jim Reiter   Phone:  1-815-838-0320

Time Period:  started January 1, 2018,  and finished December 31, 2018

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: All work was completed on time and per the 
pruning specifications.  In total, 93 trees were pruned throughout the year at a cost of 
$6,789.00

Change Orders (attach information if needed): None

Difficulties / Positives: Homer Tree was very easy to deal with and I was able to 
communicate the pruning work needed without any difficulty.  Work lists were faxed 
and/or sent by e-mail, and I received very prompt responses as to when the work would 
be scheduled and completed.

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

No comments reported  

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers:  Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester

Date:  October 24, 2018
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