
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Second Amendment to Right-of-Way Agreement with MCImetro 
Access Transmission Services Corp. as successor in interest to 
Wide Open West

Enza Petrarca
Village Attorney

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize execution of a Second Amendment to a Right-of-Way License 
Agreement with MCImetro Access Transmission Services Corp. d/b/a Verizon Access to revise certain terms.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the January 15, 2019 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

In August 2014, the Village and Wide Open West (WOW) for the benefit of Verizon Wireless entered into a 
license agreement for the use of Village rights-of-way to install aerial fiber optic telecommunications cables 
on existing ComEd poles.  In September 2016, the Village and WOW entered into a First Amendment to the 
License Agreement to allow WOW to install underground facilities.

In August 2017, MCImetro Access Transmission Services Corp., which is an indirect, wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Verizon Communications, Inc. purchased assets and liabilities from WOW for its fiber network 
in the Chicagoland area, including Downers Grove.  Accordingly, WOW assigned all of its rights and 
obligations under the License Agreement and First Amendment to MCImetro.  Now, MCImetro is requesting 
additional amendments to the agreement; namely, to change the term “Licensee” to refer to MCImetro and to 
amend Section 4 of the Agreement relating to Term and Payments.  AS MCImetro d/b/a Verizon is a 
“Telecommunications Retailer” as defined in the Telecommunications Municipal Infrastructure Maintenance 
Fee Act, it is not required to pay any right-of-way license fees as long as it timely pays the taxes imposed by 
the Simplified Municipal Telecommunications Tax Act to the State of Illinois and does not provide cable 
television programming, which it does not.  As such, Section 4 is being amended to reflect that it will not 
have to pay any further license fees to the Village.  WOW paid the license fee through 2024.
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ATTACHMENTS

Resolution
Second Amendment to License Agreement
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RESOLUTION NO.  ________

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SECOND AMENDMENT TO
LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN MCI METRO ACCESS TRANSMISSION SERVICES CORP. 

D/B/A VERIZON ACCESS TRANSMISSION SERVICES, 
AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO WIDE OPEN WEST ILLINOIS, LLC 

AND THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE  
FOR USE OF THE VILLAGE RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Second Amendment to License Agreement (the 

"Agreement"), between the Village of Downers Grove ("Village") and MCI Metro Access Transmission 

Services Corp. d/b/a Verizon Access Transmission Services, as successor in interest to Wide Open West 

Illinois, LLC ("Licensee"), to amend certain sections of the License Agreement for telecommunication 

facilities, as set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with the recommendation of the 

Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager  and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed 

for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in the form 

approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the Manager shall deem 

necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations and 

commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution 

are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by 

law.

______________________________
        Mayor

Passed:
Attest:______________________

 Village Clerk
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