
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract for Engineering Services, Stormwater, Roadway 
and Sidewalk Improvements on Indianapolis Avenue

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for engineering services related to CIP project SW-087, for work 
on Indianapolis Avenue in the West Burlington area, to Engineering Resource Associates (ERA) of 
Warrenville, Illinois in the amount of $42,936.78, which includes a 10% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY19 Budget includes $50,000 for Professional Services for CIP project SW-087. A summary of the 
funding locations and levels is provided in the following table:

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the February 19, 2019 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

Indianapolis Avenue from Drendel Road to Cross Street resides within the area recently labeled the “West 
Burlington Area.”  This section of Indianapolis Avenue was included in the West Burlington Drainage Study, 
completed October 2017, which recommends installation of a new storm sewer system (ditches, storm sewer 
pipes, culverts, etc.) to bring the right-of-way up to the recommended level of service.  Furthermore, the 
Indianapolis Avenue pavement is in poor condition and is in need of widening to safely convey two lanes of 

Fund Allocation Amount
Stormwater  - Page 4-29, Line 21 $17,343.34
Capital         - Page 4-17, Line 21 (road) $17,343.34
Capital         - Page 4-17, Line 21 (sidewalk)      $8,250.10

TOTAL $42,936.78

2/19/20192/19/20192/19/20192/19/2019
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traffic. This contract is for the design engineering services for stormwater improvements and the 
reconstruction of Indianapolis Avenue.  

With this project staff has also included design of new sidewalk on Cross Street from Ogden Ave to and 
through the Cross Street “s-curve” and design of the reconfiguration of the Cross Street “s-curve.”  
Installation of new sidewalk on Cross Street from Ogden Avenue to the “s-curve” will provide a continuous 
sidewalk connection from Ogden Avenue to Belmont Train Station.  The “s-curve” will be reconfigured to 
meet the required pavement width and turning radii per the IDOT Bureau of Local Roads and Streets Manual, 
as discussed at the 4/26/17 TAP Commission meeting. 

Staff received proposals from six (6) pre-qualified engineering firms to complete engineering and surveying 
services for this project.  These services include a topographic survey, drainage report and preparation of 
construction drawings.  After reviewing the proposals, Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. was identified 
as the firm that best meets the needs of the Village. Staff recommends award of this contract to Engineering 
Resource Associates, Inc. based on their understanding of the project, capability to perform the work, vast 
experience with the project location and its vicinity, and proposed fee.  Engineering Resource Associates, 
Inc. has provided professional services for the Village in the past with satisfactory results.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Consultant Evaluation
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Project Understanding 

 
The Village of Downers Grove has experienced significant flooding within the residential area known as the West 

Burlington Area.  In 2017 the Village completed a drainage study of the area. The drainage study identified storm 

sewer and ditch and culvert improvements on Indianapolis from Drendel Road to Cross Street. The improvements 

were proposed to improve local drainage to provide the Service Level Drainage Event in the area. The Village now 

wishes to hire a consultant to design these improvements. In addition to the drainage improvements the Village 

desires to reconstruct Indianapolis Avenue to the minimum pavement width of 18-feet and install sidewalk on one 

side of Indianapolis. The Village also wishes to reconstruct the S-curve on Cross Street located at Prairie Avenue to 

the minimum pavement width of 18-feet and install sidewalk on one side of Cross Street. The improvements must 

be compatible with the recently completed downstream improvements and accommodate future upstream 

drainage improvements. It is anticipated that the project scope includes the following: 

 

1. New Drainage System (storm sewers, inlets, catch basins, ditches, etc.) 

2. Defined overland flow routes 

3. Recommended flood proofing solutions for select homeowners 

4. Reconstruction and widening of Indianapolis Avenue with possible curb and gutter on one or both sides of 

roadway 

5. Reconstruction and widening of the Cross Street S-Curve with possible curb and gutter on one or both 

sides of roadway 

6. Sidewalk installation and associated grading on one side of Indianapolis Avenue and through the Cross 

Street S-Curve 

7. Relocation of private utilities in conflict with proposed improvements 

 

Project Approach 

 
ERA has completed many projects within the West Burlington area. This includes the overall stormwater study and 

improvements to SPA projects 7, 8, and 17. Our work included a complete topographical survey of the area that 

can be used for final design plans. We have provided costs for survey, however, after review of our past work 

minimal survey should be needed. As part of our design work for the Drendel Road stormwater improvements we 

prepared for and considered drainage from Indianapolis and from Cross Street north of the S-curve. We have an 

intimate understanding of the area and can jump into the design quickly without reinventing the drainage study 

and topographic survey. ERA will use this experience to reduce the time and cost of the project. 

 

Project Challenges & Ideas 
 

ERA has identified several project challenges and offer some ideas to meet these challenges.  

 

1. Existing Topographic Survey – ERA completed a detailed topographic survey of the area. We have reviewed 

our past work and the survey is very detailed and can be used for final design. Significant survey work 

should will not be required if ERA is awarded the project.  

MOT 2019-8085 Page 28 of 55



 
  

  

 

 

            Project Approach 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

Warrenville | Chicago | Champaign 

 

 

2. Indianapolis Sidewalk – Based on our 

site visit, our sidewalk design on Drendel 

and review of our completed topographic 

survey on Indianapolis our initial 

suggestion would be to put the sidewalk 

on the south side of Indianapolis. The 

south side right-of-way is clear of large 

diameter trees and the existing grades 

make it and less expensive design. The 

home on the northeast corner of 

Indianapolis and Drendel is much higher 

than the roadway and placing a sidewalk 

on the north side may require a retaining 

wall.   

 

3. Indianapolis Curb – Based on our site visit, our West Burlington Drainage Study and review of our 

completed topographic survey on Indianapolis our initial suggestion would be to place curb on the south 

side of Indianapolis. The grades fall away from the road to the south causing flow from the right-of-way to 

drain through private properties. Placing curb on the south side will help keep flow on the right-of-way for 

the Service Level Drainage Event. We will maintain overland flow paths for storms greater than the Service 

Level Drainage Event.  

 

4. S-Curve Overhead Utilities – The existing roadway is extremely tight to the south right-of-way. In addition, 

the overhead utilities are very close to the north side of the roadway. We will have to relocate the utilities 

to accomplish the design goals of implementing sidewalk on one side and widening the road to a minimum 

18-feet.  

 

5. S-Curve Sidewalk – Based on our site visit, our sidewalk design on Cross and review of our completed 

topographic survey of the area our initial suggestion would be to place the curb on the south side of the S-

curve. If it were to be placed on the north side, we would have to cross the street on the S-curve. This 

pedestrian movement is not ideal for safety as line of 

site is poor at this location. In addition, pedestrians 

would have to look behind them to see northbound 

traffic which contradict most pedestrian crossings.   

 

6. S-Curve Roadway Alignment – We suggest moving 

the roadway alignment to the north to make room for 

sidewalk on the south side. This alignment will require 

the removal of trees likely put in by the homeowner. 

Removal of the trees will significantly increase the 

safety of this area as it will open site lines for 

pedestrians and drivers.   
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Scope of Services 

The anticipated scope of improvements is provided below.    

  

  

 
 
 

 

1. Meetings and Coordination – We will work closely with staff and other stakeholders to maintain 

communication throughout the duration of the project including obtaining information, providing progress 

updates and discussing relevant issues. ERA will provide coordination with key stakeholders such as 

reviewing agencies and other parties having an interest in the project. This task includes preparation of 

meeting agendas prepared and distributed 2 working days in advance of meetings and preparation of 

minutes prepared and distributed within 2 working days following the meeting. The following meetings are 

anticipated:  
 

1.1 Facilitate four meetings with the Village to discuss project issues.  It is anticipated that the 

meetings will occur at the kickoff stage, project alternatives, 50% and 90% plans.    

1.2 One stakeholder meeting hosted by the Village 

1.3 General phone and email coordination with the Village.   

2. Topographic Survey/Base Plans – ERA has completed a detailed topographic survey of the public rights-

of-way in the area. We have reviewed the survey and should be used for this project. For the purpose of this 

proposal we have provided a cost to complete a full survey and base plans of the area, however, we do not 

anticipate that this will be required. 

 

3. Utility Coordination – ERA will perform a design JULIE to identify public utilities in the area. ERA will submit 

base plans, 50%, 90%, and 100% design plans to the utility companies for review and comment.  ERA will 

coordinate with the utility companies to continually refine their scope of work and construction schedule to 

help ensure that the project does not get delayed due to relocation of any utilities.    
 

4. Update the Service Level Drainage Event Analysis Report– ERA previously completed the West Burlington 

Service Level Drainage Event Analysis. The work identified storm sewers, ditch and culvert improvements 

on Indianapolis and to the low point on Cross just north of the S-curve. ERA will update the drainage analysis 

to verify the proposed design of up to two alternatives. Report exhibits and calculations will be updated and 

resubmitted. The updated report will identify any additional grants available and permitting agencies that 

will be involved with the proposed design.  

 

Street From To Length 

Indianapolis Avenue Drendel Cross 600 ft. 

Cross Street Beginning of S-Curve End of S-Curve 400 ft. 

  

Total Length     1000 ft. 
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5. Plans, Specs, Estimates (50%, 90%, 100%) – This task includes the preparation of PS&E (50%, 90%, 

100%) for the storm sewer and roadway improvements. It is anticipated that plans will include the following 

sheets: 

a.  Cover Sheet and Location Map 

b.  General Notes and Typical Sections 

c.  Summary of Quantities and Schedule of Quantities 

d.  Alignment, Ties and Benchmarks 

e.  Traffic Control Plans and Details 

f.   Plan and Profile Sheets 

g.  Utility Plans 

h.  Intersection Details 

i.   Cross-Sections 

j.  Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans 

k.   Restoration Plans 

l.   Tree Removal and Preservation Plans 

m.  Construction Details 

This task includes the preparation of specifications and an engineer’s opinion of probable construction cost.  

6. QA/QC Review  – ERA will perform internal QA/QC reviews prior to issuing the 90% and 100% PS&E. 

 

7. Permitting –The following permits have been identified.  ERA will work with the jurisdictional authorities to 

acquire approval.  Work will include summary reports and documentation to demonstrate regulations are 

being met.  
• Village of Downers Grove – PS&E review and approvals and stormwater management approval. It is 

estimated that no detention or BMPs will be require. No floodplain impacts are anticipated.  

• IEPA (NPDES/NOI) – erosion control and stormwater quality. 

 

8. Bidding Assistance – ERA will provide bidding assistance for the project. This work will include answering 

bidder questions throughout the duration of the work.  It is anticipated that the Village will perform the 

remaining of the bidding and construction assistance.   
 

9. Additional Sidewalk Design – ERA will design additional sidewalk beyond the scope of the roadway 

improvements. The additional sidewalk is approximately 1,500-feet in length on Cross Street from Ogden 

Avenue south to the S-curve on Cross Street. It is anticipated that sidewalk will be limited to one side of the 

street and a structural engineer will not be required for any required grade changes.  

 

Deliverables 
 

The following deliverables are anticipated:  

• One (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy of 50% PS&E 

• One (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy of 90% PS&E 
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• One (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy of 100% PS&E 

• One (1) CD containing electronic copies of all final project files, drawings and any 

support documentation  

 

 
Schedule 
 

The following schedule is anticipated for the Indianapolis and Cross S-Curve design: 

 

Project Initiation                                                          January 2019 

Field Verification and Supplemental Survey           February 2019 

Updated Drainage Report                                        March 15, 2019 

Submit 50% PS&E                                                      April 1, 2019 

50% Review Comments                                              April 12, 2019 

Submit 90% PS&E                                                        May 8, 2019 

Submit Permit Applications                                      April 1, 2019 

90% Review Comments                                            May 17, 2019 

Submit 100% PS&E for Bidding                                 June 7, 2019 

Open Bids                                                                      June 2019 

Begin Construction                                                       Summer 2019 
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Village of Downers Grove 
Consultant Evaluation 

 

 

 
 
Consultant:  Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. 
 

Project: Drendel and Cross Drainage Road Sidewalk Improvements (SW-080-16G) 
 
Primary Contact:  Marty Michalisko 
 
Phone:  __630-393-3060_______________________ 
 
Time Period: January 2018 – August 2018 
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  The project was bid later than expected but 
at no fault of the consultant. 
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed): None 

 
Difficulties / Positives: Overall, the consultant did a great job designing this extremely 
difficult project. The project went well and is serving the public as expected; ERA is 
extremely flexible in their scope and they have on many occasions worked with Staff to 
adjust final design to ensure the project is on the right track; ERA responded to Staff 
requests quickly over the course of this contract. 
 
Interaction with public: 
 

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor 
 
(Attach information on any complaints or compliments) 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Reviewers:   Jim Tock 
             
  ____________________________________________ 

 
Date:   February 2019 
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