
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Automated Meter Reading (AMR) Data Collection Unit Upgrade
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize approval of an agreement for the AMR Data Collection Unit 
Upgrade project to Midwest Meter, Inc. of Edinburg, Illinois in the amount of $90,970. The contract amount 
includes a 10% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2017-2019 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY19 Budget includes $100,000 in the Water Fund (Page 4-35, Line 21) for this project.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the March 5, 2019 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

The project consists of the upgrade of all 16 data collection units and the network control computer for the 
Village’s automated water metering system. The data collection units are one component of the wireless fixed 
network that collects water usage information for the Village’s water billing system. The other components 
of the network include a water meter for each customer that measures the amount of water used and a meter 
transmission unit that wirelessly transmits water usage to the data collection units.

The need for this upgrade is the result of a change in the cellular network technology which the data collection 
units use to transmit information. The Village was notified in advance by Verizon, the Village’s cellular 
service provider for the water billing system, that the current 3G technology will not be supported after July 
2019. The cellular communications components built into the data collection units cannot be modified to adapt 
to the new technology. After careful evaluation, it was determined that replacement of the data collection units 
to operate on the 4G wireless network was the most desirable and cost effective solution.
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Midwest Meter of Edinburg, Illinois is a sole source supplier for this purchase.  The Village’s automated 
meter reading system was manufactured by Aclara and this technology is proprietary to Aclara and their 
wireless fixed AMR network. Midwest Meter is Aclara’s vendor that supports this region of the country.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Sole Source Letter
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND MIDWEST METER, INC.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement (the "Agreement"), between the 

Village of Downers Grove (the "Village") and Midwest Meter, Inc. (the "Supplier"), for Automated Meter 

Reading (AMR) Data Collection Units in the amount of $82,700 with a contingency of $8,270 for an 

amount not-to-exceed $90,970, as set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with 

the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and 

directed for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the 

Manager shall deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                                       
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                      
                Village Clerk

1\mw\res.19\AMR-DataCollectionUnits
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Quotation

Customer Misc.

Name Date 12/12/2018
Address Terms Net 30
City Downers Grove State IL ZIP Delivery Various

Phone FOB

Qty Unit Price TOTAL

16 $4,700.00 75,200.00$        

DCU Inspection and preventative maintenance

New Cellular LTE Card

1 NCC Upgrade to 7.6.4 ( if needed ) $7,500.00 7,500.00$          

-$                   

Total 82,700.00$        

Sales Rep

Name

Thank you for your business!

Prices are firm for acceptance within 6 months of the date of quotation, and an order placed within that time period will 
indicate acceptance.

DCU Upgrade to include:

1 Year Warranty
New Battery

Midwest Meter, Inc
P.O. Box 318

Edinburg, IL 62531
Phone: 1-800-634-4746

Fax: (217) 623-4216

Tim O'Connor

New T-Board

Village of Downers Grove
Mr. David Moody

Description
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945 Hornet Drive 
Hazelwood, MO 63042-2338 
Aclara.com 
 
1-800 895 6400 
314 895 7373 fax 

 
 
 
 

August 2nd, 2017 
 
 
Village of Downers Grove, IL 
5101 Walnut Ave 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 
 
RE: Midwest Meter Sole Source for STAR Fixed Network System 
 
Dear Village of Downers Grove, 
 
This letter is to confirm that Midwest Meters is our sole source distributor for the Chicago area 
for Aclara Technologies LLC’s STAR Fixed Network Automatic Meter Reading System which is 
currently installed throughout the Downers Grove service area. 
 
We look forward to the opportunity to continue to support the Downers Grove system through 
Midwest Meters with our STAR products. 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information regarding this matter, please 
feel free to contact me on my office telephone at (812) 592-4756 or by email at 
mhuelson@aclara.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark Huelson 
Director Channel & Partner Sales 
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945 Hornet Drive 
Hazelwood, MO 63042-2338 
Aclara.com 
 
1-800 895 6400 
314 895 7373 fax 
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