
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Update to Downtown Parking Study
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize a contract for an update to the Downtown Parking Study with 
Rich and Associates of Southfield, Michigan in the amount of $23,172.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The Goals for 2017-2019 include Exceptional Municipal Services, Top Quality Infrastructure, and Strong, 
Diverse Local Economy. 

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY19 budget includes $25,000 in the Parking Fund (Page 4-33, Line 17) for this project.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the April 9, 2019 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

In 2011, the Village conducted a comprehensive downtown parking study. The purpose of this study was to 
ensure that the Village, in cooperation and coordination with the Downtown Downers Grove Management 
Corporation (DMC), was managing available parking in a manner that best serves downtown Downers Grove 
and to identify the need for additional parking if warranted.

The 2011 project included the completion of a comprehensive downtown parking study that evaluated 
available parking and parking demand, allocation of parking spaces by user groups, and future parking 
demand in the downtown based on current demand and future development scenarios. Parking management 
practices were reviewed and recommendations for modifications were made, the majority of which have been 
put into place. Since 2011, a significant amount of change has occurred in the downtown and it was determined 
that the study is in need of an update.   

The scope of work for the update to the parking study will include the following tasks:
1. Update the parking supply, both on-street and off-street, public and private within the defined study 

area.
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2. Update the land use information. As part of this work they will record each business or building by 
type (retail, restaurant, office, residential, etc.) and obtain from the Village the number of dwelling 
units or square footage attributable to each. 

3. Interview a selected list of stakeholders to understand issues they may be experiencing or are 
concerned with how downtown development may impact parking in the future.

4. Provide on-line surveys directed to downtown business owners, visitors, employees and residents to 
collect information regarding their perceptions of parking needs.

5. Conduct a Thursday and Saturday parking utilization study (similar to the ones conducted in 2011) 
for both the north and south sides of the railroad tracks in public and private on and off-street 
parking. These studies will be conducted at a maximum of every two hours between 6:00 am and 
8:00 pm (or hours determined after discussion with the Village) for each of the two days.

6. Pay particular attention to designated short-term (15 minute) spaces to understand if they are 
working as intended. This will involve adjusting routes for more frequent analysis of these spaces.

7. Participate in an initial public meeting to discuss the goals and methodology for this study. As the 
project progresses they will schedule a series of meetings at the preliminary report stage. The Village 
will assist with organizing these meetings. Once the preliminary data has been evaluated and the 
final report prepared, additional meetings will be scheduled to discuss the results. 

Rich and Associates was selected by the Village to conduct the comprehensive parking study in 2011 and was 
ranked highest of the seven firms proposing by a committee that included staff and two members of the DMC 
Board of Directors. With this being an update to the previous study and the high level of performance by the 
consultant on that study, staff recommends award of this contract to Rich and Associates. 

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution
Contract 
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND RICH AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement (the "Agreement"), between the 

Village of Downers Grove (the "Village") and Rich and Associates, Inc. (the "Consultant"), to provide an 

update to the 2011 downtown parking analysis, as set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this 

meeting with the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and 

directed for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the 

Manager shall deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                                       
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                      
                Village Clerk
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