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Resolution authorizing execution of a settlement agreement 
between the Village and Carissa Smith
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SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared authorizing execution of a settlement agreement and release between the 
Village of Downers Grove and Carissa Smith.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019-2021 include Steward of Financial Sustainability.

FISCAL IMPACT

The settlement amount is $9,600, which will be paid from the Risk Fund.   

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the September 1, 2020 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

Carissa Smith filed a lawsuit in the United States District Court against the Village, Case No. 18 CV 5649 
claiming wrongful termination pursuant to the Uniformed Services Employment and Re-Employment Act 
(USERRA) seeking recovery for said damages.   Following discovery, the Village and the individual 
Defendants filed a motion for summary judgment as to all claims.  That motion was granted on March 26, 
2020.  Smith v. Village of Downers Grove, et al., 2020 WL 1491177, U.S. Dist. LEXIS 53146.  Plaintiff filed 
a timely notice of appeal, at which point, this matter was referred for mediation under the auspices of the 
Seventh Circuit Mediation attorneys.  As a result of this mediation, the parties have agreed to fully and 
completely resolve all matters of dispute between them. Upon approval of the settlement agreement, Ms. 
Smith’s case against the Village will be dismissed.  
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE BETWEEN 

THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE AND CARISSA SMITH

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Settlement Agreement (the "Agreement"), 

between the Village of Downers Grove (the "Village") and Carissa Smith ("Smith"), for the settlement 

and release of her claim concerning Case No. 18 CV 5649, as set forth in the form of the Agreement 

submitted to this meeting with the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and 

directed for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the 

Manager shall deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                              
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk

1\mw\res.20\SA-Smith
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