
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Implementation of Future of Downtown Plan: Ordinance 
Establishing Special Service Area (SSA) #11

Mike Baker
Deputy Village Manager

SYNOPSIS

An ordinance has been prepared to establish a Special Service Area (SSA) in Downtown Downers Grove 
consistent with the Plan for the Future of the Downtown.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019-2021 include Exceptional Municipal Services and Top Quality Infrastructure.  One of 
the Priority Action Items includes Create a Plan for the Future of the Downtown.

FISCAL IMPACT

The SSA is expected to generate up to $400,000 in annual revenue based on a maximum rate of 1.0% of the 
assessed value of each property (expiring SSA currently has a maximum rate of 1.5%). 

BACKGROUND

On December 17, 2019, the Village Council accepted the Future of the Downtown Plan and directed staff to 
implement the plan. The key points of the plan include:

1. Establish a special services area (SSA) that:
a. Maintains existing boundaries of the current SSA and exempts all condominium/ townhouse 

properties
b. Sets a maximum rate of 1.0% (currently 1.5%)
c. Expires after a period of 10 years
d. Funds Downtown Management Corporation (DMC) operations and beautification 

enhancements to be coordinated between the Village & DMC
e. Collects property tax revenue beginning in FY2022

2. Dedicate parking revenues no longer needed for debt service beginning in 2020 to:
a.    Fund parking deck maintenance
b.    Implement parking system enhancements

3. Continue to fund existing general operations and planned infrastructure improvements from existing 
Village funding sources, subject to annual budget authorization

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the January 5, 2020 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval 
on the January 12, 2020 Active Agenda. 
 

Staff recommends approval on the December 1, 2020 Active Agenda. 
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http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/12-17-19/MOT%202019-8428%20-%20Future%20of%20the%20Downtown%20-%2012-17-2019_15076.pdf


The Village and Downtown Management Corporation (DMC) have been working closely on the preparation 
and implementation of this plan, including creation of the new SSA. The following timeline has been 
followed in establishing the SSA:  

The establishment of a new Special Service Area will provide the funding mechanism to support operations 
of the DMC beginning in FY2022. A revised operating agreement between the Village and the DMC was 
adopted by Village Council on December 15, 2020 and approved by the DMC Board earlier that month.  

The following procedural steps required to create a new SSA have already been completed: 

1.  First Reading of Ordinance proposing establishment of SSA July 21, 2020
2.  Village Council action on Ordinance proposing establishment of SSA August 4, 2020
3.  Publish Notice of Public Hearing Week of Sept. 14, 2020
4.  Mail Notice of Public Hearing to taxpayers September 23, 2020
5.  Public Hearing on proposed SSA October 6, 2020
6.  Conclusion of objection period (no objections received) December 7, 2020

The following steps remain in the process of establishing the new SSA: 

7.  First Reading of Ordinance establishing SSA January 5, 2021
8.  Village Council action on Ordinance establishing SSA January 12, 2021
9.  File Ordinance with County Clerk and County Recorder By January 31, 2021

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
Map
Legal Description
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Map   of   Properties   Included   in   Proposed   Downtown   SSA   
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