
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Fire Hydrant Maintenance and Flow Testing
Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested authorizing the execution of a five-year contract for fire hydrant maintenance and 
flow testing services to M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. of Valparaiso, Indiana in the amount of $667,857.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019 - 2021 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total cost for FY21 for this contract is $127,723.50. The FY21 budget provides $140,000 in the Water 
Fund.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the April 20, 2021 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

This program involves utilizing a technical service provider to conduct inspection activities and flow testing 
of the Village’s 2,851 fire hydrants. According to American Water Works Association (AWWA) standards, 
hydrants should be inspected regularly, and follow a testing and maintenance program. 

A Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking services from a qualified vendor to provide the hydrant maintenance 
and flow testing program for 2021-2025 was issued and one proposal was received with pricing information 
summarized in the table below.
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Service Provider
Proposed 
Price 2021

Proposed 
Price 2022

Proposed 
Price 2023

Proposed 
Price 2024

Proposed 
Price 2025

5-Year 
Contract 

Total
M.E. Simpson Co., 
Inc., Valparaiso, 
Indiana $127,723.50 $132,463.00 $132,926.00 $137,134.25 $137,610.25 $667,857.00

Staff recommends award of a five-year contract for fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing services with 
M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. M.E. Simpson’s contract cost for 2021 reflects a 2.3% increase from the 2020 
contract cost. M.E. Simpson has completed the Village’s fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing program 
since 2009 with consistently good results.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation Form
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: M.E. Simpson Co., Inc.

Project: Hydrant Maintenance and Flow Testing Program

Primary Contact: Randy Lusk Phone: 1-800-255-1521  

Time Period: 2018 – 2020

On Schedule: X yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Contractor finished on time each of the 
three years of the contract with no requests for time extensions. As per contract, a final 
report of the program was submitted annually for each of the three years of work.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): None requested.

Difficulties / Positives: The contractor inspected almost 2,300 fire hydrants and 
inspected and flow tested about 570 annually for the term of the contract in accordance 
with American Water Works Association (AWWA) standards. The contractor 
communicated their activities to Village staff daily and placed signs in neighborhoods to 
notify the public while work was taking place. This work contributes significantly toward 
the Village’s ISO Class 1 rating.

Interaction with public:

X  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 
X  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  X Yes    No

Reviewer:  David Moody

Date: March 31, 2021
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