
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Three Year Contract – Mosquito Abatement Services 
Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize award of a three-year contract for Mosquito Abatement Services to Clarke 
Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. of Saint Charles, Illinois in the amount of $170,052.00.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2021-2023 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability as 
well as Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY22 Budget includes $41,400.00 in the General Fund for this service. The contract amount for FY22 is 
$56,684.00.  Staff anticipates that the additional funding will be available through savings on other contracts 
or from fund balance.  

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the April 5, 2022 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

This contract is for the abatement of mosquitoes in both the larval and adult insect stages throughout the 
Village. The contract includes pricing for three items:

 One application of a slow release mosquito larvicide (up to 180 day control) into 5320 roadside 
catch basins, inlets and manholes. 

 One booster application in late August of a slow release mosquito larvicide (up to 30 days for late 
season control) into 400 catch basins, inlets and manholes, if warranted and authorized by the 
Village. 

 Spray application of synthetic pyrethroid mosquito adulticide along up to 167 miles, up to two 
applications if warranted and authorized by the Village. 

A Request for Proposals for Mosquito Abatement Services was issued and published in February 2022, in 
accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Proposers were asked to provide prices for three years. The 
proposals received are summarized in the following table.  The proposal submitted by Vector Disease Control 
International, LLC was disqualified due to the substitution of the specified products which were not equal to 
those listed as a requirement in the RFP.
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Service Provider Proposal 
2022

Proposal 
2023

Proposal
2024

3-Year 
Total

Clarke Environmental 
Mosquito Management 
Inc.

$56,684.00 $56,684.00 $56,684.00 $170,052.00 
 

Vector Disease Control 
International LLC $53,997.30 $55,366.40 $56,686.30 $166,050.00 Disqualified

In the Village there are two predominant species of mosquitoes. The floodwater mosquito is the main nuisance 
mosquito because it is an aggressive biter; however it does not transmit diseases. The second species, the 
house mosquito, is known to carry West Nile Virus (WNV). Because this mosquito travels less than one mile 
from where it hatched, spraying is an effective means to control its population. The Illinois Department of 
Public Health and the DuPage County Health Department both monitor house mosquito numbers and test 
them for the presence of WNV.  Both agencies inform staff if high numbers of house mosquitoes are found 
or if any trap tests positive for WNV within the Village. They also monitor for other diseases including the 
Zika virus.   

Historically the Village has sprayed for mosquitos once a year if conditions are warranted. Funds are included 
in the proposed contract for a second spray to provide budget authority if determined to be necessary, generally 
as a result of weather conditions or the presence of WNV.  

The contract requires the contractor to supply a hotline number for residents to inquire about spraying, or ask 
to be placed on a call list or no spray list, or both.  If a spraying is requested by the Village, public notification 
in the paper and on the Village website will include this hotline number.  The contractor then notifies those 
on the call list at least 24 hours prior to spraying, and turns off their spray equipment at each address that 
requests such. Historically, this list has had 70 to 100 addresses requesting notification and only a few 
requesting no spray.

The lowest responsive and responsible proposer is Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. of Saint 
Charles, Illinois. Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. has been very active in Northern Illinois 
for decades and has had several contracts with the Village and adjacent municipalities.  Staff is confident that 
their mosquito abatement work will meet Village specifications for the three year contract.  

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation Form FY21
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor:  Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc.

Project:  Mosquito Abatement Services for 2021 (3rd year of 3-year contract)

Primary Contact: Emily Glasberg    Phone:  847-421-9117

Time Period:  started Jan 1, 2021,  and finished December 31, 2021

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: All work was completed on time and per the 
mosquito abatement specifications, which included basin and inlet larvicide applications. 
One Village-wide adulticide spraying occurred plus 2 targeted area sprayings.  Total 
cost $38,880.40

Change Orders (attach information if needed): None

Difficulties / Positives: Clarke was very easy to deal with and I was able to communicate 
the work needed without any difficulty.  Clarke was very prompt in scheduling and 
notifying when the work would be completed.

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

No comments reported  

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers:  Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester

Date:  January 11, 2022
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