
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Wisconsin Avenue Stormwater Improvements 
(SW-080)

Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the Wisconsin Avenue Drainage Improvement project to John 
Neri Construction Co., Inc. of Addison, IL in the amount of $808,173.71, which includes a 5% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2021-2023 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 

FISCAL IMPACT

Budgeted funds and a grant from DuPage County will cover the cost of this contract. The FY22 budget 
includes a total of $515,000 for this contract from the Stormwater Fund and Capital Projects Fund (ARPA 
Funds). In addition, the Village applied for and will receive a grant from DuPage County in the amount of 
$381,094 for the contract as part of its American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Municipal Grant Program.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 2, 2022 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

Wisconsin Avenue east of Belmont Avenue drains poorly due to a lack of storm sewer. The existing ditch 
system does not adequately convey a large tributary area from the south and east, resulting in frequent private 
property and road flooding. The existing pavement is narrow in certain locations and is also in need of 
maintenance. This project includes new storm sewer installation and roadway reconstruction.

A new storm sewer will be constructed within the Village’s right-of-way and within easements on private 
property south of Wisconsin Avenue. The new storm sewer system will intercept water flowing from the south 
side of Wisconsin Avenue, which will be directed across Park District property into St. Joseph Creek. The 
road will also be reconstructed slightly wider than it is currently and with a new cul-de-sac at the east end to 
facilitate vehicle turn-around. The project will improve drainage and the pavement condition as well as 
facilitate future private stormwater cost share projects.

Village staff is partnering with the Downers Grove Park District on this project. The Village and the Park 
District have a long history of partnering to construct stormwater projects that benefit the Village’s residents. 
The storm sewer outfall for this project will be constructed across Park District property. The project also 
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includes installation of a bark mulch walking path on Park District property along the route of the new storm 
sewer from Wisconsin Avenue to St Joseph Creek. 

Several trees will need to be removed to facilitate these improvements. The trees are low quality due to species 
and/or condition. 14 trees within the Village’s right-of-way will be removed, 7 trees will be removed within 
private residential property, and 5 trees within Downers Grove Park District property will be removed. The 
project will also require the clearing of some brush, saplings, and dead trees. Staff will work with the 
contractor and the Village Forester to minimize tree removal to the greatest extent possible. Furthermore, 
although free space along Wisconsin Avenue east of Belmont Road is limited, staff will coordinate the 
planting of as many new trees as possible in the Village’s right-of-way and/or within Park District property 
to offset the tree removals to the greatest extent practicable.

A call for bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. Three 
bids were received on July 14, 2022 and a synopsis of the bids is as follows:

Contractor Total Bid
John Neri Construction Co., Inc. $769,689.25 Low Bid
ALamp Concrete Contactors, Inc. $838,327.86
Mauro Sewer Construction $1,199,745.05

Staff recommends award of the project to John Neri Construction Co., Inc., who has completed various road 
and underground utility projects for the Village over the past ten years, most recently the 2018 Hitchcock and 
Warren Stormwater Improvements.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation
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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

COUNCIL ACTION SUMMARY 

INITIATED: __ P~ub~l~ic_W~or~k~s ___ DATE: __ A'------'-'ugu~st_2~,_2_02_2 __ _ 
(Name) 

RECOMMENDATION FROM: ________ FILE REF: SW-080 

NATURE OF ACTION: 

Ordinance 

Resolution 

X Motion 

Other 

SUMMARY OF ITEM: 

(Board or Department) 

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION: 

Motion to authorize execution of a contract for the 
Wisconsin A venue Drainage Improvement project (SW-
080) to John Neri Construction Co., Inc. in the amount 
of$769,689.25 plus a 5% contingency in the amount of 
$38,484.46 for a total not-to-exceed $808,173.71 

Adoption of this motion shall authorize execution of a contract for the Wisconsin A venue Drainage 
Improvement project (SW-080) to John Neri Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $769,689.25 
plus a 5% contingency in the amount of $38,484.46 for a total not-to-exceed $808,173.71. 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN: 

l lmwlcas.22\PW-WI Drainage-SW-080-MOT 
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: JOHN NERI CONSTRUCTION CO., INC

Project:  Area 12 Hitchcock Ave. & Warren Ave. Stormwater Improvements

Primary Contact: Anthony Neri   Phone:  630 629-8384

Time Period:  October 2018 to April 2019

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion:  Delay in project due to BNSF permitting for 
utility crossing. Crossing BNSF ROW moved to spring of 2019 at no fault of the 
contractor.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): None

Difficulties / Positives: Coordinated and worked well with staff and BNSF regarding 
permit and re-scheduling work as needed. Worked well with residents. Well experienced 
sewer crew. 

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Nate Hawk

Date: 12/2/2019
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