
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Professional Services for Engineering 
Consulting

Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize execution of an agreement for professional services to 
Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. in the amount of $109,568 for Engineering Consulting.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2021 – 2023 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The cost of this contract will be offset by the reduced cost of salary and benefits in 2022, due to multiple 
vacancies in the Engineering Division.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 2, 2022 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

In July 2022, the Assistant Director of Public Works – Engineering resigned his position with the Village. 
Before advertising to re-hire this essential position, staff will assess the position and its place within the current 
management structure of the Public Works Department, to determine if  modifications would be appropriate.

In addition, the Village has had an Engineering Manager position open since the beginning of 2022. The 
current hiring market for engineers is very challenging, and the Village has not yet found a suitable candidate 
for this position.

As a result of both of these vacancies, staff is requesting the approval of this contract to provide assistance to 
the Engineering Division staff in order to complete the remaining capital projects and other engineering 
related tasks in 2022. 

Engineering Resource Associates is one of the Village’s prequalified engineering consultants, and is currently 
under contract to perform plan reviews on behalf of the Village. As such, they are very familiar with the 
operations of the Village. They are proposing Howard Killian, P.E. as their project manager and main contact 
for this work. Howard has been a leader in the public works community of the western suburbs for over 35 
years, having previously worked as the Public Works Director and/or Village Engineer for Elmhurst, Hanover 
Park, Des Plaines and Prospect Heights. Mr. Killian will work with the Village’s staff to help provide some 
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of the functions that are typically performed by the Assistant Director. He was previously retained by the 
Village to provide similar services, and staff was pleased with his work. His extensive knowledge of public 
works and engineering will be extremely valuable to the Village during this period of transition.

Staff is recommending a not-to-exceed contract in the amount of $109,568, which is based on 256 hours of 
Mr. Killian’s time, and 512 hours of a staff engineer to assist the Village’s Engineering Division staff as 
needed. It is anticipated that these services could be required through November 2022, but in the event that 
the total anticipated number of consulting hours are not needed, the Village will only pay for the number of 
hours required.

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution
Agreement
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement (the "Agreement"), between the 

Village of Downers Grove (the "Village") and Engineering Resources Associates (the "Consultant"), for 

engineering consulting services, as set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with 

the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and 

directed for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the 

Manager shall deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk

1\mw\res.21\ERA-Eng Consult
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Sent via email to asikich@downers.us 
 
July 20, 2022 
 
Mr. Andy Sikich 
Village of Downers Grove 
801 Burlington Avenue 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 

RE: Proposal for Public Works Assistance 
   
Dear Mr. Sikich: 
 
Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. (ERA) is pleased to submit this proposal for Public Works 
Assistance for the Village of Downers Grove.  
 

Project Understanding 
 

The Village of Downers Grove is looking to hire a consultant engineer to aid the public works 
department. It is anticipated that the primary staff member will spend approximately two days a 
week at Village offices. One of those days will be solely dedicated to Village business and the 
second day the primary staff member will be made available on an as needed basis. ERA is 
proposing Howard Killian as our primary staff member. He has previously served in this same role 
for the Village of Downers Grove. It is anticipated that the assistance will be needed for 16 weeks. 
In addition, the Village is looking for a staff engineer/PM with construction experience to assist in 
observing and documenting construction projects for up to 40 hours per week for a period of 16 
weeks.  ERA will hold the hourly rate through the end of the calendar year if a longer duration is 
requested.  

Fees 
 

The cost associated with the services included in this proposal will be at an hourly rate according to 
the following personnel schedule. 
 
 ERA Staff    Rate  Anticipated Hours  Total 
 
Primary staff member (Howard Killian) $160/hour  256   $40,960 
Staff Engineer (TBD)    $134/hour  512   $68,608 
 
Total estimated Not to Exceed Fee         $109,568 
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We are proposing Howard Killian to provide in house assistance two days per week (Tuesday and 
Thursday) or days mutually agreed upon.   ERA will provide up to 32 hours of staff engineers per 
week to be on site, it may be one person or split between two.   Direct costs including printing, 
copies, shipping, mileage, etc. will be charged at the actual rate incurred plus no markup.  Direct 
costs will be invoiced above and beyond the hourly rate schedule above. ERA will not charge for 
mileage to and from our regularly scheduled office hours at the Village.   
 
Invoices will be issued monthly reflecting the hours worked the previous month.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 630-393-3060 or 
mmichalisko@eraconsultants.com.   
 
Sincerely, 
ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES, INC. 
WARRENVILLE 
  

 
 
Marty Michalisko, PE 
Project Manager 
 
HK/jan 
 
Attachments 
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