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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

11/7/2023
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Ordinance Repealing Regulations Related to Amusement Dave Fieldman
Devices Village Manager

SYNOPSIS

An Ordinance repealing Article 8. XII of the Municipal Code (Amusement Devices) has been prepared. The
Ordinance would remove the regulations and licensing requirements for Amusement Devices from the
Village Code.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The Strategic Goals include Continual Innovation and Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION
Action at the discretion of the Village Council.

BACKGROUND
Article 8.XII of the Municipal Code requires the issuance of a license for the operation of any amusement
device, which is defined as:

» any mechanical or electronic device, which may be operated by the public generally for the purpose
of a game or amusement or as a test of skill, whether or not such device requires insertion of any coin,
token, disc or similar object. The term "amusement device" shall specifically include, without
limitation, devices commonly known as video games, pinball machines, and similar devices. The term
"amusement device" shall not include vending machines not operated for amusement or as a test of
skill; mechanical or electronic musical devices or jukeboxes, television, motion picture, movie,
videotape or video disc machines, rides, athletic skill devices including, without limitation, golf
driving or putting devices, baseball batting cages, tennis, handball or racquetball courts or other similar
mechanical or electronic devices. "Amusement device" shall not include video gaming terminals as
defined in 230 ILCS 40/1 et al. (Ord. No. 2816, § 2)

This article of the Municipal Code, originally adopted in 1980, contains the following key regulations:

e There shall be outstanding at any one time a maximum of one (1) amusement device business license
for every five thousand (5,000) population in the Village as determined by the latest available federal
census, regular or special.

e The amusement devices shall be an accessory use to the primary business located on the premises.
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e The walls, ceiling or floor, or any combination thereof, of the building or structure, or portion thereof,
containing such devices shall be insulated or otherwise constructed so that no noise or vibration that
is detectable without the aid of any mechanical device or instrument will be allowed beyond the outer
perimeter of the licensed premises.

e No amusement device shall be used for purposes of or in connection with the wagering of money,
goods or merchandise upon the outcome of the use or manipulation of such device or otherwise used
for purposes of gambling.

e No person under fifteen (15) years of age shall be allowed on the licensed premises during regularly
scheduled school hours unless accompanied by a parent, teacher, guardian or an adult member of the
immediate family of such person.

e At all times during the hours of operation of the licensed premises, there shall be present one of the
managers (25 years of age or older) who has filed the required application information with the Village
Clerk.

e No amusement device business shall be located within one thousand (1,000) feet of any public or
private school or within two hundred (200) feet of any residential structure.

The annual fees for an amusement device license are based on the number of devices being operated, as

follows:
Number of Devices | Annual Fee
0to9 $598
10to 19 $855
20 to 29 $1,140
30 to 39 $1,425
40 or more $1,715

Currently, the Tivoli Bowl is the only establishment possessing an amusement device license.

Prompted by an inquiry from a business and Village Council members, staff reviewed this section of the
Village Code and staff operations related to licensing. Staff is of the opinion that licensing of amusement
devices is not necessary in the current business environment and recommends the repealing of Article 8.XII
of the Municipal Code in its entirety.

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ARTICLE 8.XII
OF THE DOWNERS GROVE MUNICIPAL CODE CONCERNING AMUSEMENT DEVICES

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove (“Village”) is a home rule unit of local government
pursuant to Article VII, Section 6, of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 and may exercise any power and
perform any functions pertaining to its government and affairs, including the power to regulate for the
protection of public health, safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, Section 11-42-5 of the Illinois Municipal Code authorizes the corporate authorities
of each municipality to license, tax, and regulate all places for amusements (65 ILCS 5/11-42-5); and

WHEREAS, Article 8.XII of the Downers Grove Municipal Code implements Village regulations
concerning the licensing of certain amusements devices in the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council believes it is in the best interest of the Village to no longer
impose the regulations set forth in Article 8.XII of the Downers Grove Municipal Code; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers
Grove as follows:

Section 1. That Article 8.XII of the Downers Grove Municipal Code entitled, “Amusement Devices”
shall be deleted and repealed as follows:

Article 8. XII AmusementDevices Reserved



https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_8.XII_Amusement_Devices
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.47_Definitions
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.48_Amusement_Devices;_Licenses_Required
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.49_Application;_Issuance
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.49.01_Maximum_Number_Of_Amusement_Device_Business_Licenses_To_Be_Issued_By_The_Village_Clerk
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.49.01_Maximum_Number_Of_Amusement_Device_Business_Licenses_To_Be_Issued_By_The_Village_Clerk
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.50_Fee;_Additional_Devices
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.51_Conditions_And_Regulations;_Violation;_Penalty
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.51.01_Exemptions_From_Certain_Provisions_Of_This_Article
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Section 2. The Village shall cease all enforcement of Article 8.XII of the Downers Grove Municipal
Code.

Section 3. If any section, paragraph, subdivision or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by any
Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, invalidate or nullify
the remainder thereof, which remainder shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of
such conflict.

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect January 1, 2024.

Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
Village Clerk
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_8.52_Suspension_Or_Revocation_Of_License

