
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Blodgett Avenue Drainage Improvements 
(SW-101)

Scott Vasko
Director of Engineering

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the Blodgett Avenue Drainage Improvements to Martam 
Construction, Inc. of Elgin, IL in the amount of $1,467,546.51, plus a 5% contingency for a total not-to-
exceed cost of $1,540,923.84.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2023 to 2025 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY24 budget includes $1,000,000 in the Stormwater Fund for this project. The required additional funds 
are available in the Stormwater Fund.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the May 14, 2024 Active Agenda.

BACKGROUND

This project is part of the Village’s Stormwater Capital Projects Plan.  Blodgett Avenue has minimal existing 
and severely undersized drainage infrastructure. This deficiency is causing drainage problems, and icing 
concerns for several private properties in this area. A sizable drainage area between 55th Street and Summit 
Street drains to an old, small diameter, clay storm sewer that conveys flow along Summit Street to a storm 
sewer on Benton Avenue. This pipe is undersized, frequently clogs, and presents other such routine 
maintenance issues. There is also a similarly undersized storm sewer between Summit Street and Hill Street 
that conveys stormwater through private properties to the aforementioned Benton Avenue storm sewer.

The scope of the project includes the connection of a new storm sewer to an existing storm sewer at the 
intersection of Blodgett Avenue and Randall Street, the abandonment of the existing undersized sewers, 
installation of additional inlets to facilitate possible future private cost share projects, and road resurfacing.  
The project will also take advantage of the underground contractor’s favorable pricing to bundle additional 
improvements within this project area. Those improvements include addressing lead service line replacements 
and sidewalk removal and replacement within this project area.

A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. Five 
bids were received by the due date of April 17, 2024. A synopsis of the bids is as follows:
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Contractor Base Bid
Martam Construction, Inc. $1,467,546.51 (low bid)
Concept Plumbing, Inc. $1,469,311.00
Swallow Construction Corp. $1,662,356.81
ALamp Concrete Contractors, Inc. $1,854,764.61
Performance Construction & Engineering, LLC. $1,898,000.00

Staff recommends award of the project to Martam Construction, Inc. This contractor last worked with the 
Village in 2018, and has also satisfactorily completed a variety of projects, including underground 
construction projects, for the City of Des Plaines and the City of St. Charles in the last three years. Both 
entities give this contractor high marks for their organization, quality of work, and responsibility.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Document
Contractor Evaluation
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: MARTAM Construction Inc.

Project:  Black Oak Drive Stormwater Improvements

Primary Contact: Lou Ruffolo    Phone:  847-608-6800

Time Period:  August 2018 - November 2018

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: 

Change Orders (attach information if needed): None

Difficulties / Positives: Contractor worked well with residents on all project locations.  
Completed work in a quick time frame.

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Matt Stern

Date: 12/01/18
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