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Agenda

• Project Status – Where Are We? 

• Preliminary Focus Area Plans & Opportunity Sites

• West Ogden Avenue Focus Area Plan

• Belmont Road Focus Area Plan

• 75th Street Focus Area Plan

• Next Steps – Core Elements



Where and how does this fit? 



Schedule



Comprehensive Plan Structure and Process Update

1. Introduction

2. Community Profile

3. Vision and Goals

4. Land Use

5. Housing and Neighborhoods

6. Economic Development

7. Focus Areas / Framework Plans 

8. Transportation and Mobility

9. Community Facilities and Infrastructure, including 

Parks/Open Space

10. Implementation Strategy 

Plan Framework

Chapters and Core Elements



Preliminary Focus Area Plans



What is a Focus Area?

• Delineated areas with unique characteristics; areas where change is anticipated, or 

more detailed planning is needed

• Can include entire neighborhoods, corridors, or a combination

• Areas in need of revitalization or those areas where future growth or change are 

anticipated



What are Downers Grove’s Focus Areas?

West Ogden Avenue Belmont Road 75th Street



Focus Area Staff Working Session Recap



What are Opportunity Sites?

• Available for development – now or in the near future

• Either public or privately owned

• Key site in a key location; they often front a corridor

• Have the potential to substantively and positively change the surrounding area

• Improvement will make a major difference, be “prototypical”,” and “set the tone” 

for development/redevelopment in the surrounding area. 



Manage Natural Areas

ATP Improvements



West Ogden Avenue



West Ogden 
Avenue





West Ogden Avenue Opportunity Sites



Opportunity Site #1: Ogden Avenue and Authority Drive

• Near new hotel and the planned Walnut Park 

Athletic Center

• Mixed-use development approach

• Commercial along Ogden Avenue

• Multifamily residential adjacent to the park

• Landscaping to screen adjacent residential and 

minimize impacts on neighboring Park

• Physical connection from residential areas to the park

• Extend Indianapolis Avenue

• Cross-access with neighboring commercial properties



Opportunity Site #2: Ogden Avenue and Warrenville Road

• New car dealership or medical office building

• Consolidate properties

• Building positioned toward Ogden Avenue 

• Parking placed to side or rear to enhance visual appeal

• Primary access from Ogden Avenue, Warrenville Road 

secondary access

• Reduce curb cuts

• Additional landscaping

• Mixed-Use Alternative

• Commercial along Ogden Avenue

• Office or Flex Space along Warrenville Road
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Opportunity Site #3: Ogden Avenue and Lacey Road

• Multifamily residential 

• Size and proximity to multifamily and single-family 

neighborhoods 

• Additional residential density along Ogden Avenue

• Building should front Ogden Avenue, with parking to 

the north accessible via Lacey Road

• Maintain existing natural buffer between residential 

and commercial uses

• Include community amenities like plazas, patios, 

and pet-friendly spaces



Opportunity Site #4: Ogden Avenue and Finley Road



Belmont Road



Belmont Road



Belmont Road Opportunity Sites



Opportunity Site #1: Burlington Avenue and Puffer Road

• High-density residential or commuter-focused 

commercial 

• Duplexes, townhomes, apartments, or condos.

• Vacate Puffer Rd to consolidate the site.

• Buildings face Burlington Ave with rear parking.

• Fencing and landscaping buffer adjacent to single 

family residential 



Opportunity Site #2: Warren Avenue and Pershing Avenue

• High-density, mixed-income residential

• Buildings fronting Warren Avenue

• Parking located at the side/rear with access via 

Village-owned property to the north

• Limited access from the northbound ramp onto 

Belmont Road

• Fenced and landscaped buffers adjacent to single 

family residential



Opportunity Site #3: Belmont Road and Hitchcock Avenue

• Transit-oriented development with mixed-use 
and commercial projects 

• Two- to three-story buildings

• Active ground-floor uses and multifamily residences 
above

• Buildings facing Belmont

• Northern corner: commercial spaces (e.g., coffee shop, café, 
or corner store)

• Southern corner: multifamily amenities (e.g., gym, pet area, 
leasing office)

• Site access from Hitchcock Avenue and Curtiss Street

• Fenced and landscaped buffers adjacent to single family 
residential



Opportunity Site #4: Belmont Road and Curtiss Street



75th Street



75th Street



Opportunity Site: 
The Grove



Opportunity Site: 
The Grove



Next Steps



Next Steps

• Revise Focus Areas based on Council feedback 

• Finalize Opportunity Site 3D Graphics 

• Draft and Layout –

• Preliminary Core Elements (Housing, Economic Development, Transportation and Mobility, Community 

Facilities

• April Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting

• Implementation Strategy and Action Matrix

• Overall Guiding DG

• Layout and Coordination all Guiding DG Plans



Thank You!


