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Add crosswalk pavement
markings and extend
hatching to the crosswalk

Move stop bar to 2'
in advance of
hatched area

Remove stop sign
and stop bar

Add stop bar 4' in
advance of the
crosswalk

WASHINGTON ST AT BNSF RAILROAD
       VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVERECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

Add grade crossing
pavement marking
symbol 155' from
railroad tracks

Add detectable
warnings 2' in front of
gate for all pedestrian
railroad crossings

Add W10-2 signs on both
sides of Warren Ave
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Remove angled
crosswalk and
ADA ramps

Install pedestrian
fencing through
this area

Extend curbed
landscaping
through this area
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Attachment 5 

Planning Level Cost 

Estimate 
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QTY Total

Sidewalk Removal $5.00 SQ FT 260 $1,300 Remove sidewalk ramp on SE side of angled crosswalk

PCC Sidewalk $15.00 SQ FT 160 $2,400

Sodding/Landscaping $30.00 SQ YD 20 $600 For sidewalk removal on SE side of angled crosswalk

Detectable Warning $40.00 SQ FT 40 $1,600

Pavement Patch $350.00 SQ YD 75 $26,250 Remove and replace pavement where angled crosswalk previously was

Concrete Curb Removal $10.00 LF 50 $500 Removed depressed curb for angled crosswalk sidewalk ramps

Concrete Curb $45.00 LF 50 $2,250 Replace depressed curb with barrier curb

Structure Adjustment $1,000.00 EACH 1 $1,000

Remove Sign Panel $150.00 EACH 1 $150

Sign Panel $30.00 SQ FT 18 $540

Telescoping Sign Support $30.00 FOOT 20 $600

Ornamental Fence $250.00 FOOT 25 $6,250

Pavement Marking Removal $3.00 SQ FT 100 $300

Hatching Pavement Markings $10.00 FOOT 50 $500

Stop Bar Pavement Markings $16.00 FOOT 30 $480

Crosswalk Pavement Markings $10.00 FOOT 150 $1,500

Railroad Pavement Marking $12.00 SQ FT 160 $1,920

Traffic Control and Protection Varies LSUM 1 $4,814

$53,000

$3,000

$11,000

$67,000

Lighting $10,000.00 EA 8 $80,000

Lighting Controller $25,000.00 EA 1 $25,000

$105,000

Pay Items

Roadway Items Subtotal

Mobilization (6%)

Contingency (20%)

Construction Cost Subtotal

Lighting Items Subtotal

Note: Railroad permit, flagging, and insurance are not accounted for in the above estimate

Note: Lighting cost dependent upon type and style of equipment selected. We assume a new lighting system (controller, service, etc.) would be required for this location.

Planning Level Cost Estimate (5/8/25)

Downers Grove Washington St @ BNSF RR Tracks

Line Item Description Unit Cost Unit
Improvements

Notes
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TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING COMMISSION 

Minutes – May 14, 2025 

Council Chambers – Village Hall 

850 Curtiss St., Downers Grove 

 

Chairperson Novak called the May 14, 2025 meeting of the Transportation and Parking 

Commission to order at 7:00 P.M.and led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Chairperson Novak, Commissioners: Gasiel, McDonough, McKenzie 

 

Absent:  Commissioners: O’Malley, Shiliga 

 

Staff: Transportation Manager Emily Ericson, Director of Engineering Scott 

Vasko, Ryan Jacox and Sara Cyrs of Benesch, and CSO Supervisor Jim 

Hartleb 

 

Visitor Roster: Janet Winningham 

 

A quorum was established.  

 

Chairperson Novak reviewed the procedures to be followed for the meeting, explaining that the 

Commission will forward a recommendation to the Village Council for approval.  

 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 26, 2025 MINUTES  

COMMISSIONER MCKENZIE MOVED TO ACCEPT MEETING MINUTES AS IS. 

COMMISSIONER GASIEL SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 

IN FAVOR: CHAIRPERSON NOVAK, COMMISSIONERS: GASIEL, MCDONOUGH, 

MCKENZIE 

 

THE MOTION PASSED BY VOICE VOTE 4:0 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
No public comments on non-agenda items. 

 

Washington Street at BNSF Railroad Tracks Intersection Study 

Transportation Manager Emily Ericson gave history and background as to why the study of the 

intersection at Washington Street and the BNSF Railroad Tracks was performed. 

 

Purpose of Study: 

The intersection of Warren, Washington and Burlington Ave did not previously look as it does 

today. It used to include an extension of Burlington Ave east of the Washington St intersection at 

the railroad tracks, and entered into the parking lot of the former Village Hall and police station 

Bidirectional traffic on the eastern leg caused multiple vehicle and pedestrian conflict points. 
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Prior to the new Civic Center construction, a traffic analysis was done at this location to 

determine how to increase the safety of the intersection and reduce vehicle pedestrian conflict 

points. An additional traffic impact study was conducted by consultants in preparation of the 

Civic Center construction. The two studies performed by staff and the consultant determined that 

closing the eastern leg of Burlington Ave was an opportunity to reduce conflict points and create 

a clear traffic flow at the intersection. 

 

The purpose was to improve vehicular and pedestrian safety and efficiency, reduce driver 

confusion, enhance connection to downtown, and maintain easy access to downtown for 

pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. 

 

Today the intersection is operating better than it was at the existing conflict points, but there is 

still opportunity for improvement. Staff engaged the consultant Benesch to look at it further, 

study how it operates and provide an analysis and recommendation. 

 

Ryan Jacox and Sarah Cyrs of Benesch Presented the Study: 

Study details presented may be found in the May 14, 2025 Agenda 

 

Sarah Cyrs Presented Existing Conditions: 

Collected crash data at the intersection from 2019 to present before and after Civic Center 

construction. Checked traffic counts, compared them to the Metra train schedule and spent a 

Tuesday observing AM and PM peak times including drone footage. Looked at Warren and 

Washington and also Washington and Burlington trends. The majority of crashes were due to 

people not yielding to the right of way. The majority of the crashes occurred before Washington 

St was reconstructed. There are not as many traffic issues during the AM peak. During the PM 

peak there is more pedestrian and train interaction. 

 

AM Peak: 

Longer express trains load at the intersection at Washington. The majority of pedestrians flood 

the intersection between crosswalks and the train gates, waiting there until they board the train. 

Not a lot of traffic issues, but there were a lot of vehicles not stopping or doing a rolling stop if 

pedestrians were not in the crosswalks. 

 

PM Peak: 

The issue with longer express trains is they cause the gates at Washington St to stay down and 

shorter trains do not cause this issue. When the gates at Washington stay down, the vehicles 

queue is longer causing pedestrians to have to wait to cross the tracks. Once the gates go up there 

is a rush of vehicles and pedestrians trying to cross the tracks. This causes an issue at the angled 

crosswalk with vehicles queuing on the tracks. Sight distance issues on the north leg make it 

difficult to see pedestrians waiting to cross the angled crosswalk due to signal and grade 

differences. Same issue as AM peak with vehicles not stopping at angled crosswalk when no 

pedestrians are present. 

 

 

Ryan Jacox Presented Proposed Solutions: 

Drone footage showed pedestrians walking straight across the street and not using angled 

crosswalk. 
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Yellow - Out of Compliance Issues 

1. The north end of Warren has specific warning signs. Signs needed showing approaching 

a crossing. 

2. Need pavement markings closer to Rogers southbound 155 ft from tracks. Southbound 

direction before crosswalk in advance of tracks should have a stop bar for when gates are 

down and pedestrians are present, not a stop sign. 

3. Need detectable warnings for visually impaired in advance of the tracks. Removal of 

northbound stop sign. Most pedestrians are walking along the south side of the tracks, 

and it should parallel what is on the north side of the tracks.  

 

Green - Recommendations Benesch Put Forth in Best Interest of Safety 

1. Fencing to guide and channel pedestrians on the southwest side. 

2. Removal of angled crosswalks and ramps. 

3. Removal of stop sign on south side of tracks and push stop bar north up to where 

driveway is from the police station with hatching to show to stay off tracks. 

 

Cost: 

$67,000 will cover most of the recommendations. A lighting engineer recommended 8 

luminaires and lighting controllers would be an additional $25,000. Would be about $8,000 if 

lighting controllers can be eliminated by tying into an existing system. 

 

Emily Ericson Presented Staff Supported Recommendations: 

Detectable warnings at the railroad crossing, the stop bar on the southbound approach to RR 

crossing, W10 signs on Warren Ave, crossing symbol 155 ft in advance of the tracks on 

southbound Washington, additional lighting near the intersection.  

 

Staff does not support proposed installation of the east-west crosswalk immediately south of the 

tracks and elimination of the diagonal crosswalk which could contribute to additional concerns 

of functionality. A lot of that is due to outbound PM commuters seeking the most direct route 

which the consultant team did acknowledge. Has concerns routing pedestrians directly east. 

Worried vehicles will lose additional access relief that is currently offered by the striped yellow 

median. Any changes to the existing bar and stop sign west of the diagonal crosswalk would 

hinge on a decision to keep or remove the diagonal crosswalk.  

 

The Commission may choose to recommend: all Benesch recommendations to Council, or staff 

supported recommendations of yellow box items that the Benesch team highlighted, or another 

set of recommendations as the commission sees fit, or recommend no changes to current 

conditions. 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON NOVAK OPENED UP THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Janet Winningham 

● In favor of Washington being a straight street when Civic Center construction was done.  

● Does not believe signage will not make it easier for cars. 

● In favor of removal of confusing diagonal crossing and for corralling pedestrians with 

fencing to make it safer for vehicles too. 
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CHAIRPERSON NOVAK CLOSED THE PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

CHAIRPERSON NOVAK OPENED DISCUSSION AMONGST THE COMMISSION 
Commissioner Gasiel: Asked how safe the crosswalk to the south is and if there would be a rail 

barrier there. 

 

Ryan Jacox: Confirmed there would be a rail barrier there. Explained further examples of other 

similar areas. Often see diagonal hatching, but crosswalks tell people where they need to be. 

 

Commissioner McDonough: Asked why only one Tuesday was studied. 

 

Ryan Jacox: Tuesday was chosen to look at peak ridership conditions. 

 

Commissioner McKenzie: Would like to see the diagonal crosswalk moved. Likes consultant 

recommendations moving crosswalk next to the RR tracks as with all the downtown crossings. In 

favor of widening and expanding the eastern sidewalk to hold more people. Crash data was 

looked at from 2019-present day, but is also recent history, and safety concerns will increase as 

the volume of commuters increase with time. 

 

Janet Winningham: Asked why northbound on Washington St has a crosswalk north of the tracks 

with no place to stop except on the tracks for northbound vehicles. Asked if pedestrians or 

vehicles have the right of way there since signs say not to stop on the tracks. 

 

Sarah Cyrs: The goal of moving them closer to the tracks is the sight distance, so vehicles 

approaching the intersection can see pedestrians crossing and don’t enter the tracks while a 

pedestrian is on the other side. 

 

Ryan Jacox: New lighting will help with visibility. 

 

Commissioner McKenzie: Concerned with the south side stop sign not being complied with and 

pedestrian visibility. Asked if a stop sign in line with the stop bar was considered. 

 

Ryan Jacox: The stop sign has not always been complied with and there is an opportunity to 

consider a stop sign in line with the stop bar. 

 

Chairperson Novak: Agrees with detectable warnings, increased lighting, and signage. In favor 

of removing the diagonal crosswalk. Asked where to replace the ADA ramps. In favor of RRFB 

for pedestrian crossings, stop sign recommendation, and CCTV coverage at the intersection. 

 

Ryan Jacox: ADA ramps would be restored where the east-west sidewalk will go. 

 

CHAIRPERSON NOVAK CALLED FOR A MOTION 

 

WITH RESPECT TO WASHINGTON STREET AT BNSF RAILROAD TRACKS 

INTERSECTION STUDY, COMMISSIONER MCKENZIE MOVED TO ACCEPT 

CONSULTANT RECOMMENDATIONS WITH ADDITION OF STOP SIGN, 
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EXPANDING SIDEWALK AT SOUTHEAST SIDE, AND RRFB AND TECHNOLOGY 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO VILLAGE COUNCIL. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

MCDONOUGH. 

 

IN FAVOR: CHAIRPERSON NOVAK, COMMISSIONERS: GASIEL, MCDONOUGH, 

MCKENZIE 

 

THE MOTION PASSED 4:0 

 

DISCUSSION OF OLD BUSINESS 

The ATP was passed April 8, 2025 and the final plan is available on guidingdg.com. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

No communications at this time. 

 

COMMISSIONER MCKENZIE MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 

COMMISSIONER GASIEL SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL IN FAVOR. 

 

Chairperson Novak adjourned the meeting at 7:57 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Andrea Banke 

Recording Secretary 

MOT 2025-10795 Page 32 of 34



PM Commuter Routes Across 
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PM Commuter Routes Across 
BNSF Tracks (Consultant Rec.)
                

Designated Route                          
Potential Deviations from Designated Route
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