
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Services Contract
Mike Baker
Deputy Village Manager

SYNOPSIS

Discussion is requested regarding a preferred vendor and general contract terms.  A resolution has been 
prepared that will give the Village Council the opportunity to approve a solid waste contract.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2025-2027 include Exceptional Municipal Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the October 21, 2025 active agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Village of Downers Grove contracts for solid waste collection and disposal with Republic Services, which 
includes refuse, recycling, and yard waste. The current contract serves approximately 15,000 households and 
provides residents with the option of either renting a refuse and recycling cart or purchasing disposal stickers 
to use with their own refuse and recycling containers.  Republic has been the Village’s long-standing provider 
whose current three-year contract with the Village expires on March 31, 2026.

The Village Council has been publicly discussing the process that will result in approval of the next solid 
waste contract since May, 2025.  The following provides dates and links to the agendas for each of these 
meetings:  

Meeting Date and Section Discussion/Action Item

May 20, 2025 - First Reading Solid Waste Contract Request for Proposal (RFP)
June 3, 2025 - Active Agenda Approved release of RFP
Sept. 9, 2025 - First Reading Motion directing staff to negotiate a solid waste contract
Sept. 16, 2025 - Active Agenda Approved motion directing staff to enter into negotiations of a 

solid waste contract for the Village Council approval with 
Republic Services, LRS and Groot based on Option 4.

10/14/202510/14/202510/14/202510/14/202510/14/2025
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Based on the motion approved at the September 16, 2025 Village Council meeting, staff followed the Village 
Council direction by re-issuing a revised RFP to the three providers referenced in the motion, which clarified 
the components of Option 4 and also re-named it as the All-Inclusive Solid Waste Program.  The attributes of 
the program are summarized below and the results of the three proposals have been included.

Following meetings that were held with each of the providers after their proposals were submitted, staff 
received correspondence from Groot Industries, Inc. clarifying their proposal regarding default cart size and 
expressing a concern regarding the termination language appearing in the Request for Proposal.  The other 
two vendors did not express any objection to the RFP language.  

Attributes of the All-Inclusive Program - The following provisions were included in the RFP based on 
Village Council direction and consistent with Option 4.  

● All households covered by the contract select a 35-, 65-, or 95-gallon refuse and recycling cart. 
Households can choose any combination of cart sizes with the rate being based on the size of the refuse 
cart.

● Senior discount pricing applies to all cart sizes.
● Households are allowed to dispose of two of the following on a weekly basis in addition to their regular 

refuse pickup with no stickers required:
○ Additional bag of refuse
○ 33 gallon (or smaller) personal refuse container
○ Bulk item (under 50 pounds)
○ White good

● Amnesty Day is permanently eliminated
● All households can opt to add an organics/yard waste cart and select from 35-, 65- or 95-gallon size 

carts at no additional cost.  If residents opt not to select a cart for organics/yard waste, they can dispose 
of yard waste in biodegradable yard waste bags or by properly bundling brush with no stickers 
required. 

● Organics/yard waste collection is provided year-round by each provider - not a third-party vendor (see 
winter month pick-up variations summarized in table below and described in attached proposals).

● Each provider also proposed programs that the Village could opt into for Household Electronics and 
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal, which are summarized in the table below and described in the 
attached proposals).
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Chart 1 - CART VS STICKER HOUSEHOLDS, 2010-2025

Table 2 - Base Price Comparison

This chart shows base pricing for Year 1. It also includes senior discount pricing and pricing that includes the 
electronic and household hazardous waste pickup.

Current 
Prices * Proposal Base Prices Proposal Prices with E-Waste & 

HHW

Republic LRS Groot** Republic LRS Groot**

35 Gal $20.46 $21.25 $21.45 $20.58 $23.75 $22.70 $20.68

65 Gal $23.28 $24.50 $24.45 $24.53 $27.00 $25.70 $24.63

95 Gal $30.47 $29.75 $29.45 $26.28 $32.25 $30.70 $26.38

Senior Discount 20% 30% 20%

Senior 35 Gal $17.00 $15.02 $16.46 $19.50 $16.27 $16.56

Senior 65 Gal $19.60 $17.12 $19.62 $22.10 $18.37 $19.72

Senior 95 Gal $23.80 $20.62 $21.02 $26.30 $21.87 $21.12

Annual Increase % 4.0% 5.0% 5.0%

Sticker Price $4.55

*Current program does not include a senior discount, requires stickers for items and yard waste.
**Groot’s proposal does not provide 35-gallon size carts for yard waste or for recycling.
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Table 3 - All-Inclusive Program Proposal Exceptions and Unique Features

Program 
Feature Republic LRS Groot

Year Round 
Organics

● Every other week 
collection during winter 
months (pick up days to 
be determined based on 
participation levels - may 
differ from normal 
collection schedule)

● Every other week collection 
during winter months (same 
day as normal collection)

● Weekly pick-up year round

Limitations on 
Additional 

Refuse Items

● None ● None ● Proposal states “One bag or 
can of refuse outside the cart 
will be collected as long as it 
is properly prepared for 
residents utilizing a 95 or 65 
gallon cart.”

Electronics 
Recycling

● $2.50/month all residents 
for both services 
(includes both HHW and 
Electronics)

      OR 

● Residents could schedule 
an Electronics Recycling 
Pickup for up to 5 items 
for $45 (includes one 
TV/Monitor Max)

● Propose hosting 6 household 
electronics collection events 
annually

● Customers could schedule 
an electronics pickup of up 
to 4 items, no additional cost 
twice a year.

Household 
Hazardous Waste

● $2.50/month all residents 
for both services 
(includes both HHW and 
Electronics)

      OR

● Promote Naperville 
Facility for Hazardous 
Waste

● $1.25/month for curbside 
collection charged to all 
residents

● $0.10 per month for curbside 
household collection

      OR

● Two household hazardous 
Waste drop off program 
events annually included in 
pricing 

Extra Offerings/
Incentives

● Offered annual 
contribution of $5,000 
towards environmental 
sustainability initiatives

● Offered an annual document 
destruction event

Transition/
Implementation

● As current provider, 
willing to be flexible with 
timeline for transitioning 
sticker users to carts

● Requested address list and 
existing customer cart sizes 
from Village/ current 
provider
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Table 4 - Price Comparison Over Duration of Contract

This chart compares the base pricing from all three vendors over the duration of the contract. The bottom 
three charts show the senior discount pricing.  This pricing does not include household electronics or 
household hazardous waste pickup. The lowest pricing of the three providers for each cart size in each year 
is highlighted in green. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Republic  $21.25  $22.10  $22.98  $23.90  $24.86  $25.85

LRS  $21.45  $22.51  $23.62  $24.79  $26.02  $27.3135 Gal

Groot  $20.58  $21.61  $22.69  $23.82  $25.01  $26.26

Republic  $24.50  $25.40  $26.50  $27.56  $28.66  $29.81

LRS  $24.45  $25.66  $26.93  $28.26  $29.66  $31.1265 Gal

Groot  $24.53  $25.76  $27.05  $28.40  $29.82  $31.31

Republic  $29.75  $30.94  $32.18  $33.46  $34.80  $36.20

LRS  $29.45  $30.91  $32.44  $34.04  $35.72  $37.4795 Gal

Groot  $26.28  $27.59  $28.97  $30.42  $31.94  $33.54

Republic  $17.00  $17.68  $18.38  $19.12  $19.89  $20.68

LRS  $15.02  $15.76  $16.53  $17.35  $18.21  $19.1235 Gal 
(Senior)

Groot  $16.46  $17.29  $18.15  $19.06  $20.01  $21.01

Republic  $19.60  $20.32  $21.20  $22.05  $22.93  $23.85

LRS  $17.12  $17.96  $18.85  $19.78  $20.76  $21.7865 Gal 
(Senior)

Groot  $19.62  $20.61  $21.64  $22.72  $23.86  $25.05

Republic  $23.80  $24.75  $25.74  $26.77  $27.84  $28.96

LRS  $20.62  $21.64  $22.71  $23.83  $25.00  $26.2395 Gal 
(Senior)

Groot  $21.02  $22.07  $23.18  $24.34  $25.55  $26.83

ATTACHMENTS

Republic Proposal
LRS Proposal
Groot Proposal
October 9, 2025 Letter from Groot Industries, Inc. 

RES 2025-10953 Page 5 of 59



RES 2025-10953 Page 6 of 59



 

 

5050 W. Lake Street Melrose Park, IL. 60160   
o 708-345-7050 f 708-345-7056 republicservices.com 

 
 
 
October 1, 2025 

Matt Timmerberg, Assistant to the Village Manager 
Village of Downers Grove 
850 Curtiss Street 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 
 
Re:   Updated Residential Solid Waste Collection & Disposal Services RFP  

RFP-060625-0-2025/MT   
 
Dear Mr. Timmerberg & Village of Downers Grove Team: 
 
Republic Services is pleased to submit this proposal to the Village of Downers 
Grove in response to your (revised) RFP for Residential Solid Waste Collection 
& Disposal Services.  Republic Services and our predecessors are proud to serve 
as the Village of Downers Grove’s exclusive residential service provider since 
2008.  As your trusted service partner for the past seventeen years, 
we know your community and more importantly, you know us.  
Downers Grove residents have come to appreciate and expect seamless, 
comprehensive, high quality services from Republic Services.  This proposal 
provides the Village with that same high quality service without the risks and 
uncertainties associated with a transition.  Our Melrose Park, Illinois  - based 
team is committed to providing Downers Grove residents with high quality 
services at competitive rates.   
 
We would like to point out a few revisions to our previous proposal as part of 
this resubmittal:  
 
Year-Round Organics Program 
 
Our quoted base rate in our updated submittal includes year-round access to 
curbside organics collection.  During the winter months, (the 3rd week of 
December through the end of March), Republic Services would collect organics 
material from residents organics carts instead of utilizing services through 
Urban Canopy.  Residents would still be required to opt-in for service in order 
to participate.  Service would occur every-other-week on a specified day or days 
depending on the number of residents that sign up for service.  This will allow 
us to maximize efficiency in routing these customers for service.  Residents 
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VILLAGE OF
DOWNERS
GROVE

COLLECTION AND
DISPOSAL SERVICES
REVISED PROPOSAL 

RFP-060625-0-2025/MT

LRS-2821

PREPARED BY
Katie Neary
5500 Pearl Street
Rosemont, IL 60018 
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Excellence in Corporate
Social Responsibility

Best and Brightest
Companies in the Nation

Environmental Leader Top
Product of the Year

Top 100 Waste and Recycling
Haulers in America 

Fastest Growing Private
Companies in America
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Campaign Disclosure Certificate

Minimum Accepted Recyclables 

Minimum Accepted Organic-Compostables
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Matt Timmerberg 
Assistant to the Village Manager
Village of Downers Grove 
850 Curtiss Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Re: Collection and Disposal Revised RFP-060625-0-2025/MT - New Proposal

Dear Mr. Timmerberg, 

On behalf of LRS, thank you for the opportunity to submit our revised proposal. We’re honored the
Village Council has chosen to advance our alternate proposal—the only provider to recommend
this model—which we believe delivers the most innovative, cost-effective, and sustainable
solution for the community. As a privately owned company headquartered not far from Downers
Grove, LRS combines the accountability of a local partner with the scale and resources of the
region’s largest independent waste and recycling provider. For more than a decade, we have
raised the bar in Chicagoland with first-to-market programs such as the “ride-along” yard waste
and organics collection model, residential RFID technology, EV service vehicles, and the nation’s
first curbside-supported anaerobic digester for food scraps. Our experience with year-round
organics collection further underscores our commitment to waste diversion and circular
economy goals.

LRS is frequently called on by the media to share our sustainable platform and use every
opportunity to educate the public. LRS is proud to be a two-time recipient of the Illinois
Sustainability Award, reflecting our leadership in environmental stewardship. Beyond these
achievements, our greatest strength lies in our people—award-winning leaders and subject
matter experts trusted by municipalities across the region. Downers Grove will receive direct
support from senior LRS leadership and a dedicated local team that has worked together for
nearly a decade, ensuring seamless operations, proactive communication, and a true partnership
with the Village. Residents will also benefit from unmatched customer resources, including user-
friendly online account tools, multiple communication channels, and Recycling 101 education
designed for all ages.

Our pricing structure was developed with Council’s input and with today’s rates in mind which we
have provided more detail on in the following page. This balanced model ensures that no cart
size user subsidizes another, while offering fair, predictable pricing across the board. With
extensive experience guiding municipalities through program transitions, LRS is confident we can
deliver a smooth rollout and a program residents will find both affordable and accessible. In
summary, LRS provides Downers Grove with reliable service, competitive rates, and a forward-
thinking partnership rooted in sustainability, innovation, and community trust. We value the
opportunity to serve the Village and look forward to raising the bar for waste and recycling
services in Downers Grove.

Sincerely, 

Katie Neary 
Manager of Municipal Services

Cover Letter

3

October 3, 2025
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LRS has read and understands the revised request for proposal, as well as the questions and
answers provided.  As we were the only proposer to submit an alternate proposal that is now
the primary program model request for proposal, we understand and agree to provide the
services as requested in the RFP. In summary, LRS provides Downers Grove with reliable
service, competitive rates, and a forward-thinking partnership rooted in sustainability,
innovation, and community trust. We value the opportunity to serve the Village and look
forward to raising the bar for waste and recycling services in Downers Grove.

Pricing Approach 
Our pricing structure was developed with Council’s input and with today’s rates in mind.
35-Gallon Cart: At just $21.45/month (or $15.02/month for seniors) this option is cost-
effective and, for many seniors, even less expensive than weekly stickers costing an average
of $19.00+/month.
65-Gallon Cart: The most common cart size among households is fairly priced at
$24.45/month, representing a balanced increase.
95-Gallon Cart: Priced at $29.45/month, this option is $1.02 less than the current rate of
$30.47, giving families added capacity at a lower cost.

This balanced model ensures that no cart size user subsidizes another, while offering fair,
predictable pricing across the board. With extensive experience guiding municipalities
through program transitions, LRS is confident we can deliver a smooth rollout and a
program residents will find both affordable and accessible. 

Pricing Approach
Revised Proposal Summary 

4

📊 Regional Benchmark – 64/65 Gallon Cart
Across comparable suburban communities, the average 64/65-gallon refuse cart rate is
approximately $25.50 per month. This average is based on nearby municipalities including
Elgin, Oak Park, Lisle, Northbrook, and Glendale Heights.

By comparison, LRS’s proposed 65-gallon rate for Downers Grove is $24.45 per month,
coming in below the regional average while still delivering added sustainability programs,
customer resources, and senior discounts not offered elsewhere.

📊 Regional Benchmark – 95/96 Gallon Cart
Across comparable suburban communities, the average 95/96-gallon refuse cart rate is
approximately $31.50 per month.

This average reflects rates in municipalities such as Elgin, Oak Park, Lisle, and Northbrook.
By comparison, LRS’s proposed 95-gallon rate for Downers Grove is $29.45 per month, which
is $2.00 less than the regional average and even below the Village’s current rate of $30.47.
This ensures families and higher-volume households receive the best value and capacity—
two to three extra bags per week—without the added cost of stickers.

Summary Statement 
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Electronic Waste Drop Off for Residents

LRS ELECTRONIC WASTE  DROP OFF PROGRAM 

Electronic Waste

LRS proposes establishing a structured E-Waste Drop-Off Program for the Village of
Downers Grove, offering up to six (6) events annually to provide residents with
convenient, reliable opportunities to recycle and properly dispose of electronic waste.
Unlike programs that rely on only one or two events per year, this structure eliminates
long wait times and ensures steady participation. Each event will be fully managed by
LRS at a mutually agreed-upon Village location.
While LRS also offers a Home Collection Program, this drop-off model is included in
the base service rate at no additional cost, making it a cost-effective solution. Should
the Village later choose to transition to home collection, LRS remains flexible to
support this model as well should this become desired in the future.

Program Basics
Number of Events:  Up to six (6) each year
Timing: Spring through Fall (April–September or May–October)
Day/Time: Saturday’s from 8:00 AM – Noon
Locations: To be determined (commonly Village Hall or Public Works lots)
Cost: Included in base rate, no additional charge
Registration:  Not required— residents may drop off freely

Cable Receivers
Cell Phones
Computer Mice
Desktop Computers
Digital Converter Boxes
DVD Players
DVD Recorders
Electronic Keyboards
Fax Machines
Laptops
MP3 Players
Printers
Satellite Receivers
Scanners
Tablets
TVs & Monitors
VCRs
Video Game Consoles

Accepted Electronic Waste 
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LRS HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE HOME COLLECTION 
As described in our original proposal, LRS offers a proven
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Home Collection
Program as part of our municipal services. Delivered
exclusively by licensed and certified professionals, the
program ensures full compliance with local, state, and
federal regulations—protecting both residents and the
Village from the risks of improper handling.

Our service provides residents with a safe, convenient,
and affordable way to dispose of materials that should
never enter the trash stream. Beyond safety, the program
advances the Village’s sustainability goals, as much of
the material collected is recycled or repurposed, with
detailed diversion metrics provided in monthly reports.

Without such a program, hazardous materials too often
end up in landfills or wastewater systems, leading to
higher costs, environmental harm, and dangerous
incidents such as truck fires and landfill fires. By offering
HHW collection, the Village not only mitigates liability but
also delivers a forward-looking solution that directly
supports its Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP). 

Few providers offer this service in the country due to cost;
LRS is proud to make it available at a nominal rate with
proven success in communities such as Oak Park, Elgin,
River Forest and many more. 

We welcome the opportunity to implement this program
now or leave it open to potentially add it as a future
service, giving Downers Grove residents access to a
program that has meaningful impact and is widely
valued where offered.  As the most inexpensive option,
residents can also take HHW to the Naperville drop off
site should the Village chose not to incorporate this ‘on-
demand’ pick up structure for the proper management
of HHW.  Further details on the Home Collection program
structure may be found in our original proposal for
reference.   

Household Hazardous 
Waste
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ACCEPTED HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE MATERIALS 

“On-Demand” service (no less than once per month) 
Up to 70 pounds of material per home, per collection 
User friendly, web-based HHW request portal along with multiple other methods
of communication 
48-hour information/kit mailed prior to collection with additional confirmation,
instructions, and contact information
Recycle or reuse of materials collected and proper disposal of unusable
materials

Automotive
Antifreeze
Batteries

Brake Fluid
WD-40

Fuel
Motor Oil

Used Filters

Batteries
Lead Acid

Lithium
Sump Pump

Nicad

Outdoor
Fertilizer

Herbicide
Bug Spray
Pesticide

Weed Killer
Pool Chemicals
Driveway Sealer

Other
Hairspray

Fluorescent Bulbs

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM STRUCTURE

Accepted Household Cleaners
Air Fresheners

Ammonia
Oven Cleaner

Shower Cleaner
Upholstery Cleaner

Paint Products
Oil-Based Paint

Lead-Based Paint
Urethane-Based Paint

Chromium-Based Paint
Spray Paint

Glue
Stripper
Thinner

Wood Preservatives

Household Hazardous 
Waste
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Lakeshore Recycling Systems, LLC dba LRS Holdings, LLC
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Required Documents
Contract Sheet

10

Lakeshore Recycling Systems,
LLC dba LRS Holdings, LLC

10/2/2025

5500 Pearl Street, Suite 300
KNeary@LRSrecycles.com

Katie Neary 

Matt Spencer, CEO

Rosemont, IL 60018

815-901-2130
844-633-3577

773- 685-6043
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Required Documents
Proposers Certification

11
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Required Documents
Proposer’s Certification

12
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Required Documents
Proposer’s Certification

13

October 2, 2025
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Required Documents
Suspension or Disbarment Certificate

14
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Matthew Spencer

Required Documents
Campaign Disclosure Certificate
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Glass jars and bottles (flint, amber, and green)
Plastic bottles and containers (plastic #1 - #7, excluding #6)
Tin and metal cans
Cardboard and paper (chip board, newspaper, magazines, junk mail, catalogs, paper bags, kraft
paper telephone books, office paper, file folders, and paper towel rolls)
Aseptic packaging (milk and certain beverage containers)
Newsprint (ONP)
Aluminum cans, steel cans, empty aerosol cans, paint cans, oversize cans
Dry cell batteries
Soft plastic (grocery bags)
Gable-top cartons (coated milk and juice container); multi-layered juice boxes

 Accepted Recyclables

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING
As requested in the revised RFP, our single-stream recycling program includes the following:

Required Documents 

16
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MATERIALS ACCEPTED IN LRS ORGANICS CART 

Accepted Organics 

17

Compostable Materials

Coffee filters
Coffee grounds
Dairy
Eggs
Eggshells
Flowers
Grains (rice, wheat, etc.)
House plants

Meat without bones
Napkins
Newspaper
Nuts/shells
Paper towels
Pasta
Pizza boxes
Tea bags (no staples)
Uncoated paper plates
Vegetables
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
 

 

Name of Proposing Company:  ________________________________________________ 
 

Project Name:              Residential Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Services 

Proposal Due:              October 3, 2025 10:00AM 

Proposal Number:        RFP-060625-0-2025/MT 

______________________________________ 

  

Required of All Proposers: 

Deposit:  No 

Letter of Capability of Acquiring Performance Bond: Yes 

 

Required of Awarded Contractor: 

Performance Bond/Letter of Credit: Yes 

Certificate of Insurance: Yes 

 

Date Issued: September 22, 2025 

This document consists of 50 pages. 

 

Proposals should be submitted via email to  

Matt Timmerberg Assistant to the Village Manager at mtimmerberg@downers.us 

 

MATT TIMMERBERG 

ASSISTANT TO THE VILLAGE MANAGER 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

850 CURTISS ST 

DOWNERS GROVE, IL 60515 

PHONE: 630-493-8875 

www.downers.us 
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C ov e r  L e t t e r  

 
groot.com 
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C on t ra c t  F or m s  

 
groot.com 
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Proposer must insert response to RFP here.  DO NOT insert a form contract, the RFP 

document and Proposer’s response will become the contract with the Village. 

 

APPENDIX 1: All Inclusive Program Price Proposal 

 Year 1 

2026-27 

Year 2 

2027-28 

Year 3 

2028-29 

Year 4 

2029-30 

Year 5 

2030-31 

Year 6 

2031-2032 

Monthly Service Fee  

35 Gallon Cart 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

65 Gallon Cart 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

95 Gallon Cart 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

Senior Discount 

 

      

Other Services  

Cart Delivery Fee 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

Cart Removal Fee 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

Cart Substitution Fee 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

 

Please specify, if applicable, any additional cost for electronics or household hazardous waste 

pickup below. 
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 24.53            25.76           27.05            28.40            29.82            31.31
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26.28            27.59            28.97            30.42           31.94            33.54
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(All Cart Sizes)
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30.00            30.00            30.00           30.00             30.00            30.00
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*
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*
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*
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         *Above rates include HHW drop off program. Add $0.10 per month for curbside HHW program.
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A c c e p te d  M at e r i al s  
F or  R e c y c l in g  

 
groot.com 
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X.  Recycling Capabilities & Materials 
 
Groot Industries will provide the Village of Downers Grove with a recycling program that combines 

both paper and commingled material at the curbside for processing. We currently utilize an automat-

ed processing system that separates the paper (fibrous) from the commingled (non-fibrous) recyclable 

material. 

 

      Recycling Material 
 

Groot will collect any of the following recyclable items: 
 
 Non-Paper Items   
  

•      Cloudy white HDPE plastic milk & water jugs 

•      Colored HDPE plastic blow-molded containers 

•       PETE 1 & HDPE 2 plastic blow-molded containers 

•       LDPE 4 & FTDPE soft plastic 

•       Brown, green, and clear glass containers  

•       Aluminum-formed containers/wrap 

•       Empty steel paint cans and lids.   

•       Plastics 1 through 5 & 7 

•       Bi-metal food and beverage cans 

•       Empty aerosol cans 

•       Aseptic and gable topped packaging such as milk cartons/juice boxes 

•       Formed steel food containers. 

•       Ferrous metal cans 

•       Plastic six & twelve pack rings 
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   Paper Items    

 

• Office/School Paper 

• Newspaper 

• Magazines/Catalogs 

• Glossy & Non-glossy inserts 

• Shredded paper bagged in clear plastic bag 

• Telephone Directories 

• Advertising/Junk Mail 

• Kraft paper bags 

• Cardboard 

• Paperboard/Chipboard 

• Books (No leather cover books) 

• Soda & Beer carrying cases 

• No metal clips, spirals or binding 

• Shredded paper must be bagged 

 

Unaccepted Items 

 

Items below are not accepted as recycling: 

 

• Mirrors, light bulbs, window glass, ceramics 

• Soiled paper fibers (oily pizza boxes, paper napkins, etc.) 

• Medical waste 

• Plastic bags 

• Styrofoam, wood, plastic film, diapers 

• Batteries 
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V ILLAGE  OF  D OWNERS  G ROVE   
M ATERIALS  A CCEPTED  FOR  C OMPOSTING  

What Food Scraps May Be Composted? 

Yes No 

Fruits Teabags & coffee filters 

Vegetables Meat, poultry or seafood (no shells or bones) 

Bread, Grains 
Paper products (paper towels, plates, napkins, 
egg cartons, pizza boxes) 

Pasta, Cereal Glass, plastics & styrofoam 

Dairy (no liquids) Diapers, pet litter & waste 

Coffee grounds & tea leaves Liquids, grease & oil 
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Great 
Industries, Inc . 
2500 Landmeier Road 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 
Phone: 773/242-1977 
Fax : 773/601-8639 
www.groot.com 

Since 1914 

Service Locations 

October 9, 2025 

Mike Baker 
Deputy Village Manager 
Village of Downers Grove 
850 Curtiss St 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

Groot Industries appreciated the opportunity to meet with Village this past Tuesday 
and discuss our proposal in further detail. As requested, please find below two items 
that required follow up and clarification regarding our proposal and responses to the 
RFP process. 

Default Cart Size 

We can confirm that our proposal provides for a default cart size of 65 gallons for 
trash collection . During the transitional period, if a resident does not respond to 
communications distributed (brochure, customer portal) regarding available ca rt 
sizes, they would be provided with a 65 gallon trash cart. 

Termination Language 

Although we do NOT object to language that would grant the Village the ability to 
terminate the agreement under a default or failure to perform scenario, we would 
still object to language that allows the Village to terminate the agreement without 
cause or simply for convenience. This is consistent with our original and secondary 
submissions. While we understand this may be language common to other 
agreements the Vi llage holds, the substantial level of capital it will require to execute 
this contract and services the Village is asking for produces a tremendous amount of 
risk to the Contractor. To put the time, labor and resources th is contract would 
command at risk all while successfully performing its contractual obligations would 
seem to run inconsistent to the intent of a traditional termination clause. For this 
reason, we would ask for your consideration . 

We would be in agreement with all other terms outlined with in the latest RFP 
document. Please let me know if you have additional questions regarding these or 
other items re lated to our proposa l. 

in Elk Grove Village, Chicago, McCoo,. _...- ....... 
Round Lake Park, Elgin, Aurora 
• Waste Collection 
• Recycling Processor 
• Dumpster Services 
• Document Destruction 
• Waste Audits 
• Demolition Recycling 

E'IP.:ll National 
l!llm Waste & Recycling 61111 =~~ation~ 

Recycled Paper 

Municipal Manager 
Groot Industries, Inc. 
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