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Background
Develop a Public Art Program is a Priority Action Item

Description - Project Consists of Creating a Public Art Program to Address 
Program Management and Governance, Funding, Project Selection, 
Community Engagement and Program Evaluation

This project can likely be completed according to the schedule if the art 
program is operated by the Village (the Village will purchase the art and place 
it on Village-owned properties)

Initial Phase - Village Operated Program Focusing on the Downtown Flexible 
Amenity Areas.
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Public Art Program Elements
● Type & Location of Art
● Governance
● Funding
● Project Selection
● Community Engagement
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Type & Location of Art

3 Locations
● Near Pierce Tavern
● Near Entourage
● Near Citibank
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Type & Location of Art
Guiding Principles

● Looks Like it Belongs in the Downtown Area
● Is Authentic and Timeless
● Reflects a Balance between Tradition and Progress
● Is Welcoming and Inclusive to All Visitors
● Is Suitable for Viewing by All Ages
● Creates Placemaking and Sense of Belonging 
● Is Permanent
● Looks Great All Year
● Requires Little Maintenance
● Complies with Downers Grove Municipal Code and Downtown 

Design Guidelines
● Fits On or In the Art Space within the Flexible Amenity Areas
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Governance
● Village Council Role

○ Authorize Budget
○ Approve Contract with Artist / 

Design Firm / Fabricator 
● Staff Role

○ Facilitate Village Council Decision 
Making

○ Implement Village Council 
Decisions

○ Day to Day Interactions with Artist 
/ Design Firm / Fabricator

Artist Role
● Design, Construct & Install Art
● Adhere to Guiding Principles
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Funding
● Funding Provided as Part of Annual Village Budgets
● FY26 Proposed Budget Includes $200,000

Activity Budget

Design & Construction Administration $50,000

Construction / Fabrication (3 Pieces) $150,000 ($50,000 per Piece)

Total $200,000

FY26
Proposed
Budget
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Community Engagement
● Stakeholder Meetings Among Staff, Artist and Downtown Management
● Public Input During Village Council Meetings (Consideration of Contracts & 

Project Design / Selection)
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Next Steps
● Prepare and Publish RFP/Q Based on Council Provided Guiding Principles 

(December ‘25)
● Award Contract for Design, Construction and Installation (February ‘26)
● Visioning Sessions / Stakeholder Meetings (Spring ‘26)
● Complete Construction & Installation of Art (December ‘26)
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Seeking Council Direction
Guiding Principles

● Looks Like it Belongs in the Downtown Area
● Is Authentic and Timeless
● Is Welcoming and Inclusive to All Visitors
● Is Suitable for Viewing by All Ages
● Creates Placemaking and Sense of Belonging 
● Reflects a Balance between Tradition and Progress
● Is Permanent
● Looks Great All Year
● Requires Little Maintenance
● Complies with Downers Grove Municipal Code and 

Downtown Design Guidelines
● Fits On or In the Art Space within the Flexible Amenity Areas
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