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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

12/2/2025
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Robin Lahey
Proposed FY26 Budget Finance Director

SYNOPSIS
A discussion of the FY26 Municipal Budget.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The goals for 2025-2027 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY26 Municipal Budget will provide for all operational revenues and expenditures for the time period
from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026.

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION

This item was discussed at the November 4, 11 & 18, 2025 Village Council meetings. Staff
recommends approval on the December 2, 2025 Active Agenda.

The Village Council requested information about recent discussions of strategies to address the future
costs of public safety pension contributions. In 2020 and 2025, the Village explored the issuance of
pension obligation bonds. In both cases the Village decided not to issue the bonds determining that the
risks were greater than the potential benefits. In 2023, the Village explored making contributions in
excess of the required annual contributions. The Village did not implement this strategy because nearly
all of the reduction in the future contributions would be realized in the final years of the amortization
schedule (2038 to 2040) while the annual required contributions in the preceding years would remain
largely unchanged (not sufficient savings to the current tax payers). In 2023 the Village established
the Public Safety Pension Stabilization to smooth the impact to property tax payers and lessen the total
tax levy.

BACKGROUND

On October 24, 2025, the proposed FY26 Municipal Budget was published for the Village Council and the
public. The proposed budget is available at https://www.downers.us/pressroom-preview&prrid=318. Budget
Workshops will be held during Village Council meetings in November.

During the presentations both Village Council and residents will have the opportunity to ask questions.


https://www.downers.us/pressroom-preview&prrid=318
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