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Village of Downers Grove 

Report for the Village Council Meeting 

Table 1 - Council Agenda item. 

Subject Purchase of Firefighter Turnout Gear 
Submitted By Scott Spinazola, Fire Chief 

 

Synopsis 

A motion is requested to authorize the purchase a total of sixty-seven (67) 

firefighter personal protective equipment (PPE) ensembles over the next three 

years (2026 – 2028) from Air One, Inc. of South Elgin, Illinois in an amount not to 

exceed $353,630.75 

Strategic Plan Alignment 

Goals for 2025-2027 include Excellent Municipal Services. 

Fiscal Impact 

The Fiscal Year 2026 budget includes $140,000 in the Equipment Replacement Fund 

for this purchase. Future years will be budgeted accordingly. 

Recommendation 

Approval on the June 2, 2026 consent agenda. 

Background 

Turnout gear is the core part of a firefighter’s protective ensemble, protecting from 

flame, heat, smoke and other contaminants.  NFPA 1850 requires that turnout gear 

be retired from service 10 years after the date of manufacture.  Each firefighter is 
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issued two sets of turnout gear to allow for cleaning of the primary set after 

exposure to contaminants. 

A Request for Proposals was issued on February 17, 2026.  Proposals were received 

from Air One Equipment for Globe PPE and from Fire Service Inc. for Fire Dex PPE. 

 Air One Equipment  (Globe) $5,060.00 per ensemble 

 Fire Service Inc. (Fire Dex)  $4,880.00 per ensemble 

Both proposals provide for up to a compounding 5% price increase for years 2027 

and 2028.  

The Fire Department has utilized Globe turnout gear since 2021 and has found it to 

be reliable in all aspects.  Air One Equipment has been a trusted vendor for 

firefighter PPE and other equipment for many years and has provided excellent 

customer service and product support.   The pricing difference between the two 

proposals is primarily the result boot prices. Feedback from other departments 

have indicated that the Globe boots are more durable than the alternative. 

Attachments 

Agreement 
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