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Village of Downers Grove 

 Liquor Commission – Agenda 

Table 1 – Liquor Commission meeting information. 

Meeting Location Civic Center – Betty Cheever Council Chambers 

Meeting Address 850 Curtiss St., Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Meeting Date August 6, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

 

Call to Order. 

Roll Call. 

Approval of Minutes. 

June 11, 2026 

Action Items/Public Hearings. 

Application Hearing:   DG Golf, LLC d/b/a X Golf located at 1310 Butterfield Road, for 
a Class REC-1 liquor license. 

New Business. 

Old Business. 

Public Comments. 

Adjournment. 
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Village of Downers Grove 

Liquor Commission – DRAFT Minutes 

Table 1 - Liquor Commission meeting information. 

Meeting Location Civic Center – Betty Cheever Council Chambers 

Meeting Address 850 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Meeting Date June 11, 2026 

 

I. Call to Order. 

Chairman Johnson called the June 11, 2026 Liquor Commission meeting to order at 
6:06 p.m. 

II. Roll Call. 

PRESENT:  Mr. Fenton, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Mehta, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman Johnson 

ABSENT:  Mr. Dietrich, Mr. Shah  

STAFF: Carol Kuchynka, Liaison to the Liquor Commission, Brandan Rissman, 
Assistant Village Attorney, Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney 

OTHERS: Jeremy Samatas, Dan Thiem, Sean Schorp, Jeredie Sinzinkayo, Dipesh 
Patel, Chandrakant Patel, Nick Patel, Dhruvilkumar Patel, Bhumi Patel,  
Court Reporter 
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III. Approval of Minutes. 

Chairman Johnson asked for approval of the minutes for the April 23, 2026 Liquor 
Commission meeting and asked members if there were any corrections, changes or 
additions. 

Hearing no additional changes, corrections or additions, the April 23, 2026 minutes 
of the Liquor Commission meeting were approved as written. 

Chairman Johnson reminded those present that this evening's meeting was being 
recorded on Village owned equipment.  Staff was present to keep minutes for the 

record. 

IV. Action Items/Public Hearings. 

Chairman Johnson made the following statements: 

"The next order of business is to conduct a public hearing for a liquor license 
application. For the benefit of all present, I would like to state that this Commission 
does not determine the granting or denial of the issuance of any license.  We may, 
at the end of each hearing, make a finding or recommendation with respect to the 
application.  If necessary, the Commission may adjourn a hearing to a later date in 

order to have benefit of further information." 

"At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commission will determine any 
recommendations it wishes to make to the Liquor Commissioner". 

"The Liquor Commissioner, who is the Mayor of Downers Grove, will, pursuant to 

Section 3-12 of the Ordinance, render decisions regarding issuance of available 
licenses." 

"Hearings by this Commission are held according to the following format: 1) reading 
of information pertinent to the application, 2) comments from the applicant, 3) 
discussion by the Commission, 4) comments from staff, 5) comments from the 

public, and 6) motion and finding by the Commission.” 
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Lucky Monk 1461 Butterfield Road. 

Chairman Johnson stated that the first order of business was an application from 
The Lucky Monk Downers Grove, LLC, located at 1461 Butterfield Road.  He stated 
that the applicant is seeking a Class “R-3”, full alcohol, on and off-premise 

consumption liquor license and a Class “O” outdoor liquor license. 

Chairman Johnson asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant step 
forward and be seated.  He asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and 
spell their name for the record, indicate their affiliation with the establishment and 

be sworn in by the court reporter. 

Mr. Jeremy Samatas, Mr. Dan Thiem and Mr. Sean Schorp were sworn in by the 
court reporter.  Mr. Samatas and Mr. Thiem introduced themselves as part owners 
of Lucky Monk.  Mr. Schorp introduced himself as the General Manager. 

Chairman Johnson asked them to explain their request for a liquor license. 

Mr. Samatas stated that Lucky Monk has been operating in South Barrington for 16 
years.  He stated that they focus on burgers and a scratch kitchen.   He stated they 
have their own brewery and plan to offer their beer from the Downers Grove 
location.  He stated he lived and grew up in Downers Grove a number of years ago 

and felt this a homecoming along with some of the other owners.  He stated the 
seven current owners are family. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Samatas if they will be brewing on-site.  Mr. Samatas 
replied no.  

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Samatas if they have a patio and are requesting a 
license for that area.   Mr. Samatas replied yes.  

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Samatas if they will be selling product for 
consumption off-premises in addition to selling product for on-premise 
consumption. Mr. Samatas replied yes.  
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Chairman Johnson stated that any decision by the Mayor granting a liquor license 
shall specifically confirm to an expected date of occupancy.  He added that no 
decision shall be valid for more than ninety (90) days after the expected occupancy 
date.  He stated that extensions may be granted or a new application may be 
required in accordance with Section 3.12(e)(2) of the Downers Municipal Code. 

Chairman Johnson asked the expected date of occupancy.  Mr. Samatas replied the 
latter half of July.  

Chairman Johnson noted that the lease began in November of 2025.  Mr. Samatas 
replied yes. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Samatas if renovations have been taking place since 
this time.  Mr. Samatas replied yes.  

Chairman Johnson asked for questions from the Commission. 

Commissioner Saucedo had no questions.  She commented that the handbook is 
very thorough and noticed that manager's approval is required if staff is presented 

with a vertical ID.  

Commissioner Mehta asked if they have had any infractions in South Barrington 
since they opened.  Mr. Samatas replied no.  

Commissioner Mehta asked about their plans for staff training staff.  Mr. Schorp 

replied that they will require alcohol training prior to employment.  He stated staff 
will need to submit Bassett, food handlers, allergen as well as the RASP training 
prior to employment.  He stated that they will conduct alcohol trainings quarterly. 

Mr. Thiem added they have daily standups with South Barrington employees as 
they enter their shifts and plan to do daily standups in Downers Grove.   He noted 

this brief meeting will go over the days’ highlights and discussed identification 
processes and make sure that there is an adherence to policy. 
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Mr. Mehta noted that the site was the former Brickhouse which had a very nice 
outdoor space.  He cautioned them that they may have a hard time keeping an eye 
on the exterior.  He noted it’s one thing to card someone but they should be 
mindful of what happens to the alcohol once it is served.   

Ms. Kastory asked if they have any consequences for employees who sell to 

underage patrons.  Mr. Schorp stated that there is a significant fine from the Village.  
He stated it will result in a loss of employment.  He was aware that the 
establishment will be subjection to the violation penalties.  He noted that was one 
of the reasons why a manager’s eye should be on the vertical ID as it is a serious 

topic for them. 

Commissioner Fenton asked if they will have under 21 employees.  Mr. Schorp 
replied serving, but not bartending. 

Chairman Johnson noted that they have been in business for 16 years.   He asked 
Mr. Schorp about his experience.  Mr. Schorp replied he worked just shy of 13 years 

for a Lettuce Entertain You venue and most recently as the GM at Violi in OakBrook. 

 Chairman Johnson was pleased that they have had no issues with regard to their 
license in South Barrington.  He asked how the Downers Grove application process 
is compared to South Barrington.  Mr. Thiem replied it is a similar process.  He 

noted that they May of 2003 under a different concept.  He advised that they closed 
down just shy of a year to re-concept the site to what is now known as, The Lucky 
Monk 

Chairman Johnson asked if they were aware if South Barrington administered a 
controlled buy program where a law enforcement officer tests the site for alcohol 

sales compliance.  Mr. Thiem replied he did not know and had never heard of the 
program from South Barrington.  He advised they never had received a violation. 

Chairman Johnson asked if staff had any comments concerning the application.   
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Ms. Kuchynka stated that factors affecting the finding or recommendation include 
receipt of the annual fee, certificate of insurance, Certificate of Occupancy and 
employee certifications. 

Ms. Kuchynka stated that Lucky Monk representatives advised that their projected 
opening would be late July, 2026.   

Chairman Johnson asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 

Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Johnson asked for a 
recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding of “qualified” or “not 
qualified” with respect to the applicant’s request for a Class R-3 liquor license. 

Mr. Mehta moved to find The Lucky Monk Downers Grove, LLC d/b/a The Lucky 
Monk located at 1461 Butterfield Road qualified for a Class “R-3”, full alcohol on and 
off-premise consumption liquor license.  Ms.  Kastory seconded.   

Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Mehta, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Fenton, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Johnson asked for a 
recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding of “qualified” or “not 

qualified” with respect to the applicant’s request for a Class “O” outdoor liquor 

license. 

Mr. Mehta moved to find The Lucky Monk Downers Grove, LLC d/b/a The Lucky 
Monk located at 1461 Butterfield Road qualified for a Class “O”, outdoor liquor 
license.  Ms.  Kastory seconded.   
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Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Mehta, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Fenton, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

IV. Disciplinary Hearings for Alleged Violations 

Chairman Johnson made the following statements: 

"The next order of business is to conduct disciplinary hearings for alleged 
violations." 

"Section 3-40 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code provides that the Local Liquor 

Commissioner may revoke or suspend any license issued if the Commissioner 
determines that the licensee has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or 
any State law pertaining to the sale of alcohol.  Both under the Section cited above, 
and under Chapter 235, Section 5/7-5, Illinois Compiled Statutes, the Local Liquor 
Commissioner is required to hold a public hearing after notice to the licensee, in 

which the licensee is afforded an opportunity to appear and defend.  Pursuant to 
Section 3-5 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, this hearing is being conducted 
by the Local Liquor Commission at the request of the Local Liquor Commissioner." 

"The Commissioner has the power to temporarily suspend a license without a 

hearing if there is reason to believe that continued operation of the licensed 
business would immediately threaten the welfare of this community.  Such was not 
done in these cases.  The licensees may be represented by counsel, although he 
need not be for the purposes of this hearing." 
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Chairman Johnson asked if there were signed stipulations in these cases.  Attorney 
Rissman replied yes.   

Chairman Johnson made the following stated that in view of the signed stipulations 
for each case, the order of the hearing will be substantially as follows: 

A. Prosecution will read each signed stipulation into the record with the 

opportunity for the licensee to register its concurrence or non-concurrence 
for the record. 

B. Prosecution may present any additional evidence in this case with the right 
of the licensee to cross-examine. 

C. Licensee may present any defense or mitigating evidence with right of the 
prosecution to cross-examine. 

D. Summary of case by prosecution and defense." 

"The prosecution should establish that timely notice of this hearing has been 
provided to the licensee." 

"Witnesses shall be sworn." 

"Strict rules of evidence will not need to be adhered to although the Commission 
expects to exercise control over the hearing to ensure that irrelevant or repetitive 
testimony does not unduly prolong the hearing." 

"A court reporter is present and will take the proceedings verbatim.  Staff is also 
present for the purpose of summarizing the proceedings." 

"The Commission will submit the findings and recommendations to the Local Liquor 
Commissioner regarding the existence and nature of any violation, if any." 

"Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Commission, the Commissioner will 

render a decision and the licensees will be notified in writing." 
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Walgreens #04636 – 1000 Ogden Avenue 

Chairman Johnson stated that before us is Bond Drug Company of Illinois, LLC d/b/a 
Walgreens located at 1000 Ogden Avenue.  He stated that the licensee has been 
charged with a violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Liquor Control 
Ordinance. 

Chairman Johnson asked that any individuals in the audience who will represent the 
licensee step forward and be seated.  He asked that any individual giving testimony 
be sworn in by the Court Reporter.  He asked that they state and spell their name 
for the record and indicate their affiliation with the establishment. 

Mr. Jeredie Sinzinkayo was sworn in by the court reporter.  He introduced himself 
as the Assistant Store Manager. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Prosecuting Attorney to proceed.  Attorney Rissman 
made the following statements: 

The parties to this hearing before the Liquor Commission of the Village of Downers 

Grove by and through their attorneys, if any, hereby stipulate as follows:  

1. Bond Drug Company of Illinois, LLC d/b/a Walgreens #04636, 1000 Ogden 
Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois, is the holder of a Class P-1 Liquor License 
No. LQ202500301, issued by the Village of Downers Grove.  That said 

Licensee has held a liquor license for this location from the Village of 
Downers Grove since March 26, 2010. 

2. Notice of this hearing was served upon the Licensee by certified mail to its 
registered agent and by personal delivery to the manager of the licensed 

premises. A copy of the certificates of service are attached to the stipulation 

as Exhibit 1. 

3. At approximately 5:15 p.m., on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, Downers Grove 
Police Officer Milas observed , a special agent of the Downers Grove Police 
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Department under the age of twenty-one (21), R.M. whose date of birth is 
October 4, 2007 (making her 18 years old), enter Walgreens #04636 located 
at 1000 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove.   

4. That the Special Agent retrieved a bottle of BeatBox Pink Lemonade and 
approached the front cash register of  Walgreens #04636 where Jamie 

Nottlemann was working as a cashier. 

5. That the Special Agent placed the BeatBox Pink Lemonade on the counter 
and handed to  her valid Illinois driver's license indicating her date of birth as 
October 4, 2007, and reading "Under 21 until 10-04-28"  on the face of the 

license) 

6. That Jamie Nottlemann, whose date of birth is January 14, 2003 viewed the 
special agent's drivers license, cleared an alert on the register, completed an 
entry and returned the driver's license to the special agent. 

 7. That Jamie Nottlemann scanned the BeatBox Pink Lemonade and charged 

the special agent $4.39 for the item.   

8.   That the Special Agent provided the cashier $5.00 and received $0.61 in 
change. 

9. That Officer Milas who witnessed the events in the foregoing paragraphs, 

identified themselves and advised that he/she/they witnessed the delivery of 
an alcoholic beverage to a minor. 

10.  That Jamie Nottlemann was issued a Village ordinance administrative 
citation for delivering alcohol to a minor in violation of Section 3-25(a) of the 

Downers Grove Municipal Code. 

11. Officer Milas advised that notice of further action would be forthcoming from 
the Downers Grove Liquor Commission.    
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Attorney Rissman asked that the signed stipulation be entered into the record as 
Village’s Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson accepted the signed stipulation into the record as Village’s 
Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Licensee to present its case. 

Mr. Sinzinkayo advised that he was not working during the time the incident took 
place.   He stated the violation was the fault of a single employee who failed to 
follow procedure and was subsequently terminated, and that the company has 
extensive training protocols. 

Mr. Sinzinkayo stated that he has been with the company for six months.  He stated 
that employees are trained, and they encourage associates to properly read the 
drivers licenses.   

Chairman Johnson confirmed that Mr.  Sinzinkayo was not working on the evening 
of the incident and asked where the Liquor Manager, Mr. Trujillo was.  Mr. 

Sinzinkayo replied that Mr. Trujillo’s last day with Walgreens was last week.   

Chairman Johnson asked for questions from the Commission 

Ms. Saucedo asked Mr. Sinzinkayo who was manning the store while he was 
present at tonight’s hearing.  Mr. Sinzinkayo replied the shift lead. 

Ms. Kastory had no questions. 

Mr. Fenton asked how the employee bypassed the system.   Mr. Sinzinkayo replied 
that there is a popup that comes on the register screen, which asked for the month, 
date, year of birth.  He stated that employees can enter the date of birth or scan the 
back of the license.  He was unsure why this process was not followed.  

Ms. Fenton noted that some licensees who failed in the past have implemented a 
policy that all IDs be scanned for age verification and recommended this process 
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for Walgreens.  Mr. Fenton noted that there was a violation at the store a long while 
ago, but this is a second time a minor was sold to.  Mr. Fenton noted that an 
employee bypassed the system and stated that scanning IDs should be considered 
a requirement.   

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Sinzinkayo if there is a new manager at the store.  Mr. 

Sinzinkayo replied there is a temporary manager at the time and permanent store 
manager will be coming in a few weeks. 

Mr. Mehta asked if the new store manager is aware of this incident.  Mr. Sinzinkayo 
replied yes. 

Mr. Mehta asked what has been done since this incident.  Mr. Sinzinkayo replied 
that in addition to training, employees were advised of citations issued by the 
Village and loss of employment. 

Mr. Mehta noted the seriousness of the incident and was concerned due to the 
proximity of the site to the high school, and questioned whether Walgreens was 

taking this violation seriously.  Mr. Sinzinkayo replied that they have reinforced the 
importance of ID checking to customer associates at daily meetings. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Sinzinkayo if Ms. Nottlemann received training from 
Walgreens.  Mr. Sinzinkayo replied that she received training before she was 

allowed to sell alcohol.   

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Sinzinkayo what has been done since the incident.  
Mr. Sinzinkayo replied that Ms. Nottlemann is no longer employed.  He stated that 
the violation information was shared with the team and they have been 

encouraged to check identification. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Sinzinkayo if there have been any changes made to 
their POS system and/or not allowing employees to clear alerts.  Mr. Sinzinkayo 
replied they will be able to manually enter a date of birth.  
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Chairman Johnson asked the prosecuting attorney to summarize.  

Attorney Rissman summarized by stating that the Licensee has stipulated to a 
violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code.  He stated that 
notice was properly served on the Licensee  He asked that the Liquor Commission 
find the Licensee guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Municipal Code.    

Chairman Johnson asked if the Licensee had any additional comments for the 
record.  Mr. Sinzinkayo  had no further comments. 

Upon hearing the evidence presented in the case Chairman Johnson requested a 
motion as to whether the licensee be found guilty or not guilty of a violation of 

Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code. 

Mr. Fenton moved to find Bond Drug Company of Illinois, LLC d/b/a Walgreens 
#04636 located at 1000 Ogden Avenue guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the 
Downers Grove Municipal Code.  Ms. Kastory seconded. 

Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Fenton, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Mehta, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

Mr. Mehta asked Ms. Kuchynka if the Village has any information on the updated 
Liquor Manager.  Ms. Kuchynka replied that she will need to contact Walgreens and 
was unaware that Mr. Trujillo was no longer employed at this location.  
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7-Eleven – 5105 Fairview Avenue 

Chairman Johnson stated that before us is Saanvi 1, Inc. d/b/a 7-Eleven #33759C, 
located at 5105 Fairview.  He stated that the licensee has been charged with a 
violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Liquor Control Ordinance. 

Chairman Johnson asked that any individuals in the audience who will represent the 

licensee step forward and be seated.  He asked that any individual giving testimony 
be sworn in by the Court Reporter.  He asked that they state and spell their name 
for the record and indicate their affiliation with the establishment. 

Mr. Dipesh Patel was sworn in by the court reporter.  Mr. Patel introduced himself 

as the owner/franchisee of 7-Eleven.   

Chairman Johnson asked the Prosecuting Attorney to proceed.  Attorney Rissman 
made the following statements: 

The parties to this hearing before the Liquor Commission of the Village of Downers 
Grove, by and through their attorneys, if any, hereby stipulate as follows:  

1. Saanvi 1, Inc. d/b/a 7-Eleven #33759C, located at 5105 Fairview, Downers 
Grove, Illinois, is the holder of a Class P-1 Liquor License No. LQ202500318, 
issued by the Village of Downers Grove.  That said Licensee has held a liquor 
license for this location from the Village of Downers Grove since November 1, 

2023. 

2. Notice of this hearing was served upon the Licensee by certified mail to its 
registered agent and by personal delivery to the manager of the licensed 
premises. A copy of the certificates of service are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 

and are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

3. At approximately 5:42 p.m. on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, Downers Grove 
Police Officer Wade Larkin observed I.P., a special agent of the Downers 
Grove Police Department under the age of twenty-one (21), whose date of 
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birth is July 8, 2008 (making her 17 years old), enter 7-Eleven #33759C 
located at 5105 Fairview, Downers Grove.   

4. That the Special Agent retrieved a can of MegaBat Vodka Cocktail and 
approached the front cash register of  7-Eleven #33759C where Rashid 
Mehmood was working as a cashier. 

5. That the Special Agent placed the MegaBat Vodka Cocktail on the counter. 

7. That cashier Rashid Mehmood asked the Special Agent for her identification. 

8. That the Special Agent provided her valid Illinois driver's license indicating 
her date of birth as July 8, 2008, and reading "Under 21 until 07-08-29" on the 

face of the license.   

9. That Rashid Mehmood, whose date of birth is February 28, 1981 viewed the 
Special Agent's driver’s license and then returned the driver's license to the 
Special Agent. 

 10. That Rashid Mehmood scanned the MegaBat Vodka Cocktail and charged the 

special agent $3.84 for the item.   

11. That the Special Agent provided the cashier $5.00 and received $1.16 in 
change. 

12. That Officer Larkin, who witnessed the events in the foregoing paragraphs, 

identified himself as a police officer and advised that he witnessed the sale of 
an alcoholic beverage to a minor. 

13. That Rashid Mehmood was issued a Village ordinance administrative citation 
for delivering alcohol to a minor in violation of Section 3-25(a) of the Downers 
Grove Municipal Code. 

14. Officer Larkin advised that notice of further action would be forthcoming 
from the Downers Grove Liquor Commission.   
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Attorney Rissman asked that the signed stipulation be entered into the record as 
Village’s Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson accepted the signed stipulation into the record as Village’s 
Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Licensee to present its case. 

Mr. Patel advised that he was not at the location when the incident occurred.  He 
stated that Rashid explained that he misread the date on the license and made the 
sale.   

Mr. Patel stated that 7-Eleven had a glitch in the system software update.  He stated 

that they have been scanning IDs since the glitch was corrected by 7-Eleven 
corporate.   

Mr. Patel advised Ms. Kuchynka that Rashid has been going through the BASSET 
training again, even though he had completed the training in January. 

Chairman Johnson asked for questions from the Commission 

Ms. Mehta asked Mr. Patel what his role is.  Mr. Patel replied that he is the 
franchisee and license holder. 

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel if Rashid is still employed.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  He 
advised that it is difficult to get workers.  He stated that he cut Rashid’s work 

schedule from five to three days.   He noted that Rashid is also been re-trained in 
the six week long 7-Eleven university program.   

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel what re-training has he done on the franchise level.  Mr. 
Patel replied that they have daily meetings with staff and remind them to check and 
scan IDs.   

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel if staff is able to enter in a customer’s date of birth 
without scanning.  Mr. Patel replied not anymore.   
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Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel what happens if the scanner does not work.  Mr. Patel 
advised that the employee must deny the sale.   

Ms. Saucedo had no questions. 

Ms. Kastory had no questions. 

Mr. Fenton stated that employees should be going through a training program 

immediately so they do not find themselves in this position again.  He was pleased 
that they have implemented the scanning where keying in date of birth is locked 
down.   Mr. Patel replied that Rashid is BASSET certified, but he is making him go 
through the training again as a result of the incident.  

Ms. Kuchynka advised that BASSET certifications are valid for three years.  Ms. 
Kuchynka asked Mr. Patel to confirm that Rashid was taking the program again.  Mr. 
Patel replied yes. 

Chairman Johnson recalled the application hearing for 7-Eleven and noted that 
there was conversation about the store’s ability to scan IDs.  He noted that the 

employee did not scan the ID.  Mr. Patel confirmed and noted that there was a 
glitch in the 7-Eleven software which was the reasoning as to why the employee 
manually entered the date.   

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel when the glitch was discovered.  Mr. Patel noted 

that the software update took place around April 20th.  He noted that the problem 
was not limited to his location but throughout 7-Eleven locations.   

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel when the software problem was rectified.  Mr. 
Patel replied the 7th or 8th of May.    

Chairman Johnson asked if Mr. Mehmood was still employed.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  

Chairman Johnson asked the prosecuting attorney to summarize.  
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Attorney Rissman summarized by stating that the Licensee has stipulated to a 
violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code.    He stated that 
notice was properly served on the Licensee  He asked that the Liquor Commission 
find the Licensee guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Municipal Code.    

Chairman Johnson asked if the Licensee had any additional comments for the 

record.  Mr. Patel  had no further comments. 

Upon hearing the evidence presented in the case, Chairman Johnson requested a 
motion as to whether the licensee be found guilty or not guilty of a violation of 
Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code. 

Mr. Fenton moved to find Saanvi 1, Inc. d/b/a 7-Eleven #33759C, located at 5105 
Fairview, guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code.  
Ms. Kastory seconded.   

Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Fenton, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Mehta, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

 

Corner Pantry – 4240 Main Street 

Chairman Johnson stated that before us is Swanokhi, Inc. d/b/a Corner Pantry, 
located at 4240 Main Street.  He stated that the licensee has been charged with a 

violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Liquor Control Ordinance. 
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Chairman Johnson asked that any individuals in the audience who will represent the 
licensee step forward and be seated.  He asked that any individual giving testimony 
be sworn in by the Court Reporter.  He asked that they state and spell their name 
for the record and indicate their affiliation with the establishment. 

Mr. Chandrakant Patel was sworn in by the court reporter.  Mr. Patel introduced 

himself as the owner of the Corner Pantry.   

Chairman Johnson asked the Prosecuting Attorney to proceed.  Attorney Rissman 
made the following statements: 

The parties to this hearing before the Liquor Commission of the Village of Downers 

Grove by and through their attorneys, if any, hereby stipulate as follows:  

1. Swanokhi, Inc. d/b/a Corner Pantry, located at 4240 Main Street, Downers 
Grove, Illinois, is the holder of a Class P-1 Liquor License No. LQ202500284, 
issued by the Village of Downers Grove.  That said Licensee has held a liquor 
license for this location from the Village of Downers Grove since October 22, 

2024. 

2. Notice of this hearing was served upon the Licensee by certified mail to its 
registered agent and by personal delivery to the manager of the licensed 
premises. A copy of the certificates of service are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 

and are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

3. At approximately 5:39 p.m., on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, Downers Grove 
Police Officer Calvin Milas observed R.M., a special agent of the Downers 
Grove Police Department under the age of twenty-one (21), whose date of 

birth is October 4, 2007 (making her 18 years old), enter Corner Pantry 

located at 4240 Main Street, Downers Grove.   

4. That the Special Agent retrieved a High Noon Vodka Seltzer and approached 
the front cash register of Corner Pantry where the owner, Chandrakant Patel 
was working as a cashier. 
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5. That the Special Agent placed the High Noon Vodka Seltzer on the counter. 

6. That Chandrakant Patel scanned the High Noon Vodka Seltzer and charged 
the special agent $5.49 for the item.   

7.   That the Special Agent provided the cashier $10.00 and received $4.51 in 
change. 

8. That at no time did owner/cashier Chandrakant Patel, whose date of birth is 
September 19, 1980, view the special agent's driver’s license or request 
identification.  

10. That Officer Milas who witnessed the events in the foregoing paragraphs, 

identified himself as a police officer and advised that he witnessed the 
delivery of an alcoholic beverage to a minor. 

11. That Chandrakant Patel was issued a Village ordinance administrative citation 
for delivering alcohol to a minor in violation of Section 3-25(a) of the Downers 
Grove Municipal Code. 

12. Officer Milas advised that notice of further action would be forthcoming from 
the Downers Grove Liquor Commission.   

Attorney Rissman asked that the signed stipulation be entered into the record as 
Village’s Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson accepted the signed stipulation into the record as Village’s 
Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Licensee to present its case. 

Mr. Patel advised that he was the one working on the day of the violation and made 
a mistake.  He stated that he did not request for or check the identification.  

Chairman Johnson asked for questions from the Commission. 
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Ms. Saucedo asked if he has any employees.  Mr. Patel replied just he and his 
partner.   

Ms. Saucedo stated that Mr. Patel is an owner and this was not acceptable.  Mr. 
Patel apologized. 

Ms. Kastory asked Mr. Patel if they are able to complete a sale without scanning or 

checking identification.  Mr. Patel replied that they have a POS system but this time 
he did not check the ID.  He stated he is buying a new POS system where you 
cannot collect cash without scanning an ID.  

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel how much of his sales are alcohol related.  Mr. Patel 

replied 40%.  

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel what would happen if he lost his license.  Mr. Patel 
replied that this was his first and last mistake, and if anything were to happen next 
time he would accept it. 

Mr. Mehta reminded Mr. Patel of his proximity to the high school.  Mr. Patel 

understood and replied he mostly checks identification.  Mr. Mehta replied mostly 
is not acceptable and it must be requested 100% of the time.  

Mr. Patel stated he is putting in a new system and without scanning the ID, cash 
cannot be accepted.   

Mr. Mehta noted that the POS scanning software would be a good investment if he 
had employees but him as an owner to do this, perhaps no. 

Mr. Fenton felt that implementing the new system to require scanning is good, but 
there has to be something in place so this does not happen again.  

Chairman Johnson stated as owner, Mr. Patel must lead by example and noted this 

was unconscionable.   
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Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel how many employees he has.  Mr. Patel replied 
that he works mostly, with help from just his partner.  

Attorney Rissman summarized by stating that the Licensee has stipulated to a 
violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code.  He stated that 
notice was properly served on the Licensee.  He asked that the Liquor Commission 

find the Licensee guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Municipal Code.    

Chairman Johnson asked if the Licensee had any additional comments for the 
record.  Mr. Patel  had no further comments. 

Upon hearing the evidence presented in the case Chairman Johnson requested a 

motion as to whether the licensee be found guilty or not guilty of a violation of 
Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code. 

Mr. Mehta moved to find Swanokhi, Inc. d/b/a Corner Pantry, located at 4240 Main 
Street, guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Liquor Control 
Ordinance.  Mr. Fenton seconded.   

Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Mehta, Mr. Fenton, Ms. Kastory, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

BP – 1200 75th Street 

Chairman Johnson stated that before us is Downers Grove Gasoline, Inc. d/b/a 
Downers Grove BP, located at 1200 75th Street.  He stated that the licensee has 
been charged with a violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Liquor Control 
Ordinance. 
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Chairman Johnson asked any individuals in the audience who will represent the 
licensee step forward and be seated.  He asked that any individual giving testimony 
be sworn in by the Court Reporter.  He asked that they state and spell their name 
for the record and indicate their affiliation with the establishment. 

Mr. Nick Patel and Mr. Dhruvilkumar Patel were sworn in by the court reporter.   

Mr. Nick Patel introduced himself as the manager of the location.  Mr. Dhruvilkumar 
Patel introduced himself as an employee. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Prosecuting Attorney to proceed.  Attorney Rissman 
made the following statements: 

The parties to this hearing before the Liquor Commission of the Village of Downers 
Grove, by and through their attorneys, if any, hereby stipulate as follows:  

1. Downers Grove Gasoline, Inc. d/b/a Downers Grove BP, located at 1200 75th 
Street, Downers Grove, Illinois, is the holder of a Class P-1 Liquor License No. 
LQ202500274, issued by the Village of Downers Grove.  That said Licensee 

has held a liquor license for this location from the Village of Downers Grove 
since December 23, 2021. 

2. Notice of this hearing was served upon the Licensee by certified mail to its 
registered agent and by personal delivery to the manager of the licensed 

premises. A copy of the certificates of service are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 
and are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

3. At approximately 6:37 p.m., on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, Downers Grove 
Police Officer Milas observed I.P., a special agent of the Downers Grove 

Police Department under the age of twenty-one (21), whose date of birth is 

July 8, 2008 (making her 18 years old), enter Downers Grove BP located at 
1200 75th Street, Downers Grove.   
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4. That the Special Agent retrieved a case of Budweiser beer and approached 
the front cash register of Downers Grove BP where Dhruvilkumar Patel was 
working as a cashier. 

5. That the Special Agent placed the case of Budweiser beer on the counter. 

6. That Dhruvilkumar Patel scanned the beer and charged the special agent 

$8.77 for the item.   

7.   That the Special Agent provided the cashier $10.00 and received $1.23 in 
change. 

8. That at no time did cashier Dhruvilkumar Patel, whose date of birth is 

September 24, 1982, view the special agent's driver’s license or request 
identification. 

9. That Officer Milas who witnessed the events in the foregoing paragraphs, 
identified himself as a police officer and advised that he witnessed the 
delivery of an alcoholic beverage to a minor. 

10.  Dhruvilkumar Patel was issued a Village ordinance administrative citation for 
delivering alcohol to a minor in violation of Section 3-25(a) of the Downers 
Grove Municipal Code. 

11. Officer Milas advised that notice of further action would be forthcoming from 

the Downers Grove Liquor Commission.   

Attorney Rissman asked that the signed stipulation be entered into the record as 
Village’s Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson accepted the signed stipulation into the record as Village’s 
Exhibit #1. 

Chairman Johnson asked the Licensee to present its case. 
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Mr. Patel advised that he had left the store around 4PM and an officer called him 
around 5:30 to explain the situation.  He stated that his employee was on the 
phone at the time of the sale and did not pay attention to the sale of alcohol to the 
minor.   

Mr. Patel stated that upon hire, employees are required to sign their alcohol policy.  

He stated that the he brought along the employee who was involved in the sale and 
invited them to question him on what happened that day. 

Chairman Johnson asked for questions from the Commission. 

Ms. Saucedo noted that there was a violation in 2022.  She asked Mr. Patel if he was 

responsible for the store at that time.  Mr. Patel replied he started after that.  

Ms. Saucedo asked Mr. Patel if the employee is still employed.  Mr. Patel replied he 
was not as he wanted to bring the employee with him this evening.  

Mr. Patel stated that he gave Dhruvilkumar Patel written notice.  He stated that an 
employee may be terminated for selling to a minor but he did not do so yet 

because he wanted Dhruvilkumar to attend.    

Mr. Patel stated since the first violation they have been very strict.  He added that 
they changed the POS system to scan IDs.  He stated that Dhruvilkumar bypassed 
the scanner.  He stated Dhruvilkumar had a violation because he was attending to a 

personal phone call.   

Ms. Kastory had no questions.  

 

Mr. Fenton asked if IDs have to be scanned.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  He stated that if 
someone comes in with a passport, they have to manually enter them. 

Mr. Fenton stated this is the second time the location has been before the 
Commission for a violation.  Mr. Patel apologized.  He stated that Dhruvilkumar has 
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been working since 2023.  He added that Dhruvilkumar will admit he was guilty  
because he was on the phone for some emergency.  

Mr. Patel stated that he has stricter policies to  not allowing employees to use the 
phone while working, and limit them to their break time. 

Mr. Mehta recalled when the applicant appeared before the Commission as they 

were one of the first gas stations to obtain a license. 

Mr. Patel stated that he has given training to every employee.  He noted that after 
the hearing he will be terminating Dhruvilkumar. 

Mr. Mehta asked how many employees do they have.  Mr. Patel replied four. 

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel what will he be doing to make sure this does not happen 
again.  Mr. Patel replied that he will be training employees every month in lieu of 
quarterly.   

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel if he can get a report from the POS system every time an 
employee uses a bypass.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  

Mr. Mehta asked Mr. Patel if he has been checking those reports and what they do 
with the information.  Mr. Patel replied yes, and he will tell his employees not to 
bypass the system without checking IDs.   

Mr. Mehta asked why employees would bypass the system.  Mr. Patel replied in 

order to provide faster service or if it is a sale for an everyday customer.   

 

Mr. Patel stated that they have eight liquor licenses and did not want to mess up 
anything because of a violation, which is why he personally has handled this store 
since the first violation.   

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel if he agreed with the signed stipulation.  Mr. 
Patel replied yes. 
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Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel if he was aware that the Commission was 
provided letters explaining the Licensee’s position on the violation from both Mr. 
Patel and Dhruvilkumar.  Mr. Patel replied yes. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel if he crafted the letters.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel when the violation occurred.  Mr. Patel replied  

April 29th.  He stated by mistake he put the 30th on the letter as that is when he 
received an email from Ms. Kuchynka about the violation. 

Chairman Johnson stated that Mr. Patel also provided the Commission with an 
updated policy manual.  Mr. Patel replied yes.  Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Patel 

why the document was signed dating back to 2023.  Mr. Patel replied that was the 
training document signed back when Dhruvilkumar was employed.   

Chairman Johnson stated that the most important change to the manual given this 
situation was that employees are not allowed to use cell phones and giving the 
Liquor Commission the old policy was a bit confusing.  Mr. Patel agreed.  

Attorney Rissman summarized by stating that the Licensee has stipulated to a 
violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code.  He stated that 
notice was properly served on the Licensee.  He asked that the Liquor Commission 
find the Licensee guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Municipal Code.    

Chairman Johnson asked if the Licensee had any additional comments for the 
record.  Mr. Patel had no further comments. 

Upon hearing the evidence presented in the case Chairman Johnson requested a 
motion as to whether the licensee be found guilty or not guilty of a violation of 

Section 3.25 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code. 

Mr. Mehta moved to find Downers Grove Gasoline, Inc. d/b/a Downers Grove BP, 
located at 1200 75th Street, guilty of a violation of Section 3.25 of the Downers 
Grove Liquor Control Ordinance.  Ms. Kastory seconded.   
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Vote. 

Aye:  Mr. Mehta, Ms. Kastory, Mr. Fenton, Ms. Saucedo, Chairman 
Johnson. 

Nay: None. 

Abstain: None. 

MOTION CARRIED: 5:0:0. 

V.  New Business 

Chairman Johnson asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or 
comments from the Commission regarding any new business.  

Ms. Kuchynka noted the upcoming 4th of July holiday and advised there would not 
be a July Liquor Commission meeting.   She expected to receive a few applications 

and planned to hold a meeting on August 6th.   

Ms. Kuchynka reminded the Commission that the annual Downers Grove Rotary 
Fest is scheduled for June 25-29th.  She advised that they have obtained the 
necessary local and State licenses for the beer garden and advised that they have 
obtained a temporary use license agreement to conduct the event on public 

property.        

VI. Old Business. 

Chairman Johnson asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or 

comments from the Commission regarding any old business.   

Ms. Kuchynka referred to the March and April month end reports.   She noted that 
33 licensees had passed the control buy tests conducted on April 30th.    

Ms. Kuchynka also noted in an article that she provided in the report was that 

Arlington Heights had seven violations.  She was unsure if employees were not 
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carding or paying too much attention to their personal phones rather than being 
attentive to work. 

VII. Public Comments. 

There were none. 

VIII. Adjournment. 

Concluding business for the evening, Chairman Johnson called for a motion to 
adjourn.  Mr. Fenton moved to adjourn the June 11, 2026 meeting.  The meeting 

was adjourned by acclimation at 8:00 p.m. 
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Village of Downers Grove 

Liquor Commision - Report 

Table 1 - Liquor Commission Report. 

Meeting Location Civic Center – Betty Cheever Council Chambers 

Meeting Address 850 Curtiss St., Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Meeting Date August 6, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Subject DG Golf, LLC d/b/a XGolf – 1310 Butterfield Road 

Type Application for Class REC-1 Liquor License 

Submitted by Carol Kuchynka, Liaison to the Liquor Commission 

 

Request. 

The applicant is requesting a Class  REC-1 liquor license for XGolf located at 1310 
Butterfield Road. 

Notice. 

The request has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public 
hearing requirements. 

General Information. 

Officer(s): Nafees Rehmatullah, General Partner; Ketan Patel, General Partner 

Stockholder(s): Nafees Rehmatullah - 50%; Ketan Patel - 50% 

Manager: Nafees Rehmatullah  
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Licensee: DG Golf, LLC d/b/a XGolf 

  1310 Butterfield Road 

  Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Property Information. 

Existing Land Use: Commercial  

Property Size: (7,981 square feet) 

Analysis. 

Submittals 

This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Legal 
Department: 

1. Application for Liquor License 

2. Lease 

4. Menus 

5. Liquor Handling Manual 

6. Floor Plan 

Project Description 

The applicant is requesting a Class REC-1 liquor license for the operation of a 
recreational facility located at 1310 Butterfield Road.  
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Compliance with the liquor ordinance 

The establishment is defined as:   

Recreational facility. A place kept, used, maintained, advertised or held out to the 
public as a place in which the public may participate in activities, including but not 
limited to bowling, gaming, billiards, and indoor simulated golf, as defined herein. 
Such establishment shall include an area where food is prepared on the premises 

and food service shall be available during operation. It shall be unlawful for any 
licensee holding a license for a recreational facility to sell or offer for sale at retail, 
any alcoholic liquor on such premises at any time when the regular and complete 
business of the recreational facility is not staffed, in actual operation, and open to 

the public for business, except that such sales may be made during a one (1) hour 
period immediately following the close of regular recreational facility operations in 
such premises. Bar/lounge seating shall be no more than twenty percent (20%) of 
the total seating provided for patrons of the establishment. 

License conditions: 

"REC-1" Recreational Facility licenses shall authorize the retail sale of alcoholic 
liquor for consumption on the licensed premises, where the primary business is a 
recreational facility as defined herein. 

Public Safety Requirements 

Fire Prevention and Community Development Department will need to conduct a 
walkthrough of the facility.   A Certificate of Occupancy has been applied for and is  
pending.  Health Department approval is required.   

Factors Affecting Finding or Recommendation 

Annual fee, certificate of insurance, Certificate of Occupancy, employee 
certifications,  Food & Beverage Tax registration. 
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Recommendation  

Based upon testimony presented at the August 6, 2026 application hearing, if said 
application is consistent with the Liquor Code and meets the criteria of the 
classification, staff requests the following: 

A recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or 
"not qualified" with regard to their Class REC-1 liquor license application, along with 

any conditions and/or restrictions with respect to this applicant. 
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